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CHATTER X1V
RECONOMIO CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE.
PoPUlATION AND DENSITY.

Tha total populatien of the district according to 1951 Census s
13,837,210 oat of which 9,81 264 are males and 955,048 are females, The
corrusponding fgures for the year 1941 wers 17,651,329 (total population],
5,79,643 (males) and 871,796 (femalesl, The district has an ares of
T016 sguare miles; and the density per square mile of the district as
per 1851 Census fipure comes 1o 297, The density par  square  mils
aecording to 1941 Censos was only 250, Tt will thoy appear that  the
pressure on land has ineressed during the course of the decade, The
average density of population per squere mile over the Chotanagpur
platesn iz 3287, On comparizon of the denstty fisures of the different
districia of the State, it appears that Hazuribagh has the lowest density,
except Palaman and Ranchi, where the denaity 1z 200 and 2H0 per siuare
mile respectively.  The density does nob eppear 1o be bigh eslenlated on
the total srea, incleding mountaing and ravines, which ars not fit for
either agricultural or industrinl exphaitation.  Buob if only tha eoltivahle
fands and the sreas capable of indusirial development ave taken into
conztderation, ond this is the omly basis for assessing the economic
capability of a region, it wilb he found that He saribagh, as also the other
Chotanagpur  districts, iz over-populated.  One may say that i that
senss the Chotmiagpur districis are more  over-poplated  than  the
districts in the plaina of Bibar:  The cultivable srea in the  plotean
regicn as & whole Iy below 35 per cent of the tolsh aren, while It is well
vver 65 per cent in the plain area,

CLASSIFIOATION OF AREAS,

The following is a statement showing the classification of aréag (in
thovsands of acres) in Hazaribagh district during 1950-51 :—

TForest & 21,52
Net availnble for enltivation i 18
(Hher uneuliivable Tind excluding current fallow ., 4.0
Current fallow 3.0
MNel prea sown . . 045
Total ares of the disteict ... S
Bhadai erops 9485

*The discrepancy between total nren in:square mile snd tobal ares in sere of
the district i% due fo the difference hetween the cndastmlly surveyed arens  and
thp aren reparted by the Surregor-Genern] in the whole State of Biher,  Tleere s
filferenes of 221 thousand scres in Bihar, 2o ihig ted ta discrapancy in the figures
ef Hnzaribagh alza.
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dghani crops H16
Rabi crops Lz
Tratata i . 10
Vegetables, inclading root crops 7
Total area sown .., . 18,14
Ares sown more than once ... 64

It will sppear thet out of a tatal aren of 44,7000 acres, the area
eovered by forests alope s 91,62,000 aeres.  The tofal area sown is
actually much less than the ares coverad by the forests.  Wley the
actual aren sown only i taken into conmderation, the pressire on lund
will appear to be quite appreciable.  So far as Chotanugpur is concernad,
the canfiguration of the land js an important factor in determining the
course of agriculural or econoamie developiment,

ToREsT,

The foresta play an important part in the econemic Hfe of  thas
digtriet, sre valunble nutions] asset, and the State hos 'huf.:ml.ti;.r found it
treessary to adopt speeisl measnres in the wider intersts of the country
tu presetve Bhe foreste from  reckless  destruetion. The  immediate
scanomie needs of the population and the preservatior of the foreats in
the nationa) interests are, howsver, somewhat confifling.  Irrom the
Liund Revenus Administrabion Reports it appears that the reivits -
found it hard to reeoncils themszelves to the reservabinn of forests and to
tha restriction of the rightg imposed on them.  Ash matter of faet,
wirking in foresta for cullecting timber, fire-wood ard leaves hins alwaye
remsined & subsidiary occupation of o eonsiderable percentage of  the
raral population of the distriet.  Foreste abso haveprovided & grazing
ground for the cattle.  Tn Chatrs subdivision espeoilly the poorer cluss
of people of Hunterganj, Simaris and Pratappur pece-stationg, depend
for their living on mots known as sared, gaithi ad fens, whicl ore
found in abundance in the forests, It may perhas be said that in ad

seasons the jungle produce does sapplement the fod supply of the
pourer. geetions. of the Toeality,

& progressive forest policy is bound to interfie in the mnational
interest with the shart-sighted individual needs f an  economically
backward populstion.

OocueATIoNAL DISTRIBUTION oF PorLation,

Begarding the occnpational distribution of thpopuiation. it pppears
that out of u total population of 19,37,910, the Tangth of the rural
population is 18,04,084, and that of the urban ppulation s 133126
The predominantly roml eharacter of the popution of the district
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remains on putstending fect. I the fignre of the agricultursl population
ia taken it will appear that the overwhelming preponderance of agricul-
ture among the occupations has te thiy day remained unaffected.
Agrienlture still continues to be the principal means of livelihood of [y
far the largest section of the people.  The totsl ggricultural population
of the distriet secording to 1951 Census is 16,530,708 (528,075 males and
8,268,643 females). The number of perzons engaged in production ofher
than cultivaion is 1,99 377: the number engaged in commerce 15 41,115;
the figure for tranaport iz 10,902 and the number of parsotiz engaged in
other services sod miscellanecns sonrees tg 1,05, 108.

FEcoxomia LLive,

The Annual Land Revenne Administration Reports help in deawing
4 pieture of the teonomic [ife of the district sinee the publization of the
last Diistrict Gazeteer of Hasaribagh in 1917,

During the yar 1916-17 in partz of the Chatra wnd Budar subdivi-
sions, on sccount of unequal rainfell, the outturn of the winter rice had
suffered,  There was no organised immigration into the district, The
eoal mines, genenlly, were unable to work at full pressure dus to
shortage of labour ag the loeal population kept aloof from the coal and
micy minea owingto good harvests,

In 1917-18, sthongh the bhadai erop was damaged by excessive
riin, the winter rie wss a very good farvest, and the YeAT w3, on the
whole, one of agriultural prosperity throughoot the district.  Owing
te the War and Oibr reasons, prices of many commoditios had shot op.
The high price of coth, kerosene oil and salt told lieavily on the people,
1t is reported that he price of salf at cne period daeig the yeur rose as
high as 4 annas pg seer in some parts of the district,  Alter fimely
wtervention by theGovernment to enamre adequate supplies, Sembhar
salt began selling inthe district from £} to G pice per seer und Liverpoal
salt up to 2 annas tgeer,  The avernge price of o pair of ordinaey
dhotieg had rizen frtn Ra. 2 to Rs. B, und that of 4 pair of ordinary
srees from Ra. 3-4-{to Ha. 6-12-0. The good outturn of the winter rive
erop combined withthe incressed wages for labour, however, halped
the agriculturists to ide over the difficult silustion. The group  of
people with amall fix] income was serionsly affected by the aboormally
high prices.  The Ebdivisional Officer of Chatrs had observed on the
material condition ofhe people of his sobdivision as follows —

"' The people ! the subdivision nre chiefly  dependant on
agriculte and the colleetion of forest produce, such as las,
catechu, nahua, sabai grass, efe. | On the whalg, the
materish ondition way fair. for thouoh the bhada erop
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failed to & great extent, the paddy harvest was an excellent
ane. 1 sy fthe eondition was fair nrlly owing o the vaky
high prices that have bheen demanded during bhe year [or
galt and cloth.  The condition of the aboriginal papuiation
iz el worse thoan that of others; this ia invariably the case
where any considerable number of Hindus live smongst
them as here. "'

The year 1918-19 may be described to be a period of exceptional
eoanotnte distress,  Owing to the War (1914-18) the prices of certain
indispensable commodities chiefly cloth, kerosene oil and salt reached to
unprecedented height, while those of food-grams  underwent  violent
peeillations:  The material eondiion of the people, on the whole, was
mot good. A long break in the raing in Tuly followed by beavy riins in
Angnet cuused the bhaded crop to be o partial fadlore.  Aguin, the fntal
cesaation of the Taing ahout the middle of Beptember cavsad the failorve
of the paddy crop, The mahus crop which supplad about 3 ar 4 manthe’
fund to the poorer classes was partislly affected by eeins and bail in
March and April.  The crops in Giridih sabdivision were slightly better
than those of the rest of the districh. HSteps were foken o stimuolete
public charity and circkes wera formed for the distribution of grataltous
relief throngh non-offieinl ageney. Work wes provided by tha distribu-
tinn of fand improvement lonna on g generows scale and tacus:  loan
wid distributed for the purchase of geed for the nexterop

The general health of the people was very bad during the year.
There was a virubent epidemie of mfvenza followed by pneumonis. "lhe
Digtrict Board and the Munieipalitieg took such steps ss were possthbla
to counternct the epidemic by the distribution of medicines and sppoint-
mient of additionnl doctors, but the epidemic wes so unususl that only
u froction of the vases could be treated.

Thring the year . 1. Rallway and B. N. Hailway collieries at
Termo, however, continued to develop.  Some small collieries started
work which gave some employment to some of the able-bodied roral
population.  Girdih coliieries raised heavy quantities of eonl Messrs.
Hird and Co. opened out the South Karanpurs coal-field near Ramgarh,
The survey work for the extension of the B. N. Railway from Bermo to
Karanpura was in progress.  The outpul of enal in the district increased
from 4,853,110 to 1569782 tons duving the year. Mica Mines  wers
slan very active, The cutpok inereaged from 22,2890 to 28,770 cwt. and
the number of persons employed rose  from 13,722 to 20,397, The
demand for mies, however, dedlined with tha cessation of hostilitles
The lae trade in the Sadar and Chatra subdivizions gontinned to be
brisk.

1a 10 Thaw,
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Luring the esrly part of the next year (1910-20) also. the material
condition of the people was distinetly bad owing to zearcity, high prices
and the outhreak of chobera.  The local deslers bad combined to rase
the prices of rice and other food-stufl and the vontrol of food-grains was
taken in hand by the Stete.  Circles formed for the distribution of
gretuitons relief through ton-official agency continted {o do good work.
Employment for the lsbouring classes was provided by the distribution
of land improvement loans on o generous seale. Tacouei fonns  swere
distributed for the purchase of seeds. Tha situntion hegen ta improve
after the bhadai barvest in September and a bumper vice arop following
1 December and January hrought a grest relief.  The mahua erop, the
stand-ly for the poorer peopls for 3 or 4 months, bad partislly failed, Tha
general health of the people wig on the whole hetter than in  the
previous vesr.

The joint E. 1. Railway and B. N, Ruilway colliery it Barmo and
the 3. I, P. .H.a.ilwa,;.- colliery at Kargslll and some evlliories  ah  the
Karsnpura coal-fieldy continned (o develop,  Liocel prices of mica
recoverid from the depression which wiis apparent during the latier purt
of the previous year. The Chotanagpur Banking Association with its
branches did business on nn extensive scals,  Comrss cloth was o OvEn
throughout the (hatea subdivision on hand-loomg  aod Led  resdy
cansumption.  Large quantities of cateshi were made in tiis abdivi-
aiom and exported.

Theee were hardly any rudical changes in the eoopomis eqadition uf
the peopls in the following one or two years. 4gis usmal with an
Agricultarul eeonomy based on undependalle rsimfall. hesvy rains in the
early part of the monsoon during 192081 proved disastrops (o fhe
bhadai crop and complete cessation of raing in September  sorionsly
affccted the winter rice and rabi.  There wia a considers o fnresse in
the cultivation of lne und the hish price of lac prevailing i the  vesr
eompenssted o4 large extent lossea in other dicectins, Mahia CTOp Tas
wleo good.  Prices ruled high, but on the whole. wara Jower tlen
dming the previous vear, The candition of the labourers was, on tie
whole, satisfaetory.  Liocal demand of labour dus to the opeting  of
new enterprises brougll emigration to « standenil, Developmeni of
few collieries owned by the varions Raitway Companies  contome,
Chariche spinning was stinmulated by  Nen-eo-operation Movernent.
Coarse cloths manufactured in Clistra subdivision were loeally consgmed
s well ag exported.  Forest produce was slso cxparted  from  the
sigtrict.

The year 1921-22 was, vn the whole, one of ngrienitural prosperity,
but prices generally continved to be high, and the vondifion of the
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raiyat was much the same ss in the previous year,  The price of cloth
remnained probably ss high as it was in the preceding year. The
generyl health of the people was [air.  The developmwant of the coal-
fields of the district continued. Thres eollivrieg were working ok
Bermo.  The labour in the Giridih mines went on strike on  several
occagions.  The sbrikes wers dus chiefly to political canses snd wers
encoursged by the preaching of nomco-operation,

The mica market was dull and many of the mica concsrng Had  to
close down. A railway line was in eourse of construction from Dermo
along the Damoder Valley towards. the cval-fields in Palsman, Duriog
thiz year the land required for this line and for a milway colliery at Bwang
near Gomis was under scquisition and  thers wae 4 oonziderable
opposition to its acquisition by the raiyats,

During 192293 the materish gondition of the people was found to
be improving. The economie development of the district had lod to a
greatér demand for labour and higher wages.  There wasa burnper rice
crop.  Publie health waz, on the vhole, goad.

The developiient, of the coal-Relds in the diateict mnds constdarble
pingress during the year. In the Bokaro-Ramgarh area two new sites
wete gelected for railway collieries st Jarangdih and Bawang. The
acquisition of the Sawang colliery for the T, I Railway and B. N.
Railway was practically complete and the sequisition of Jarangdih  for
the B. B. and C. 1. and M. and 8. M, Railwiys was going on. In the
Faranpurs fields prospecting operations on a large seale were enrried aut
on behalf of Messrs. Bird and Co, and on behalf of the Railway Board.
The resnlts were very favourable end it was expected that within a few
vears ten ot fifteen collieries ot least would be working 1 the vieimity o
Ramgarh. The mad from Domri v Nawadih  wes  extended fo
Gumive and 4 survey was made for 4 toad frem Gomive to join Hazare-
hagh-Ranehi road near Boarhi.  Survey wae also made for a road from
Giridih to join the Grand Trunk Road. The miea industry had somie.
eigns of revival during the year. The lac frade did not have the sams
boom as in the previows vear. The expart  from the districe of wiinn
grass to Calentta for the manufucture of paper marked an  jnerense.
Forests were ruthleasly exploited in spite of steps taken by the Govern-
ment ta cheek it.  Ramgarh Words Estate teserved o fow sgnare miles
of forest in this vear;

.DLLI'i[!g 192425 ag » result of the bumper erap, the thicd in sucees-
sion, shd of the uoprecedented demand for lshonr, the agrieultoral and
labouring clazses bad cconomic prosperity.  The bhodsi  erop  wo2
comparatively poor; but tha loss was more thon counter-bnlanced he the
humper rics erop. Tt was, however, felt that the increase in  the
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wages paid to labeurers had not increased their efficiency, bt on  the
contrary, thers was a general complaint thay they worked shorter houes
The labourers spent a large part of their income on drink and on mwarriage
feastz. A noticeable feature of the general prospeeity was seen in the
building of o large number of puecs houses hoth in the wrban snd rorl
areas. A Cu-operative Bank was eslablished i  Giridih, and  this
ipstitutton was  helpful  to  the agricultorists for finding  ledns
Unfortunately, the loans fuken were not always spent an the  priper
plrpases,

The development of the eoal-fields of the district continued. The
railway from Bermo to Hesls wos completed. A number of collierips
in Karanpurs srea were opened up. Another- important item for the
fature economic prosperify, the construction of the joint valwsy and
road bridge seross the river Komar was taken np. The work was done
by the B, N. Railway and the Distriet Board contribut=d one and s hylf
laklh of ripess towards the cost.  The acquisition of land for the cons
truction of the Hesla-Clandil Rallway, so far az it ly  within  the
distriet, was slmost comploted in this year,

The general health of the workers in the mines of (he distriel was
pood,  Most of them wore emploved in the Giridibh and  Bermo  coal
mines of which 4 out of 5 are owned by the railway companies,  Steps
were taken for proper housing of the emphoyeea and the supply of water
i these mimes.  Fach mine, moreover, maintzined a dispensary and »
primary school.  Tle year was one of good erops, and consequently.
there wss the usnal difficulty in obtaining an adequate supply of lnbour,
The wages of labonrers were higher than that of the previons vear,

In the mica mines women were generally emphived in  eplitting
mica in the factorie:, in dleaning debris and removing earth.  To the
coul mines they wers emplayed hoth on the sarface and uoderground an
such work as carrving coal and earth, Iuading and unloading  wagons,
filling coal tihs and assisting the masons,  In the Giridih  sabdivimon
the kamiauti system still thrived.  Aceording {o this avetem luhovrers
were almost linked up indiscriminately with the land.owner for some
woney sdvance, given to their forefathers or some lands gifted, Onee o
kamig or o labourer on no wages was alwavs s kamia, There iz nothing
particular Bow  gbont  kamisuli svetem which has practically
died out. Tt is, however, difficult to secept the theory in the Adminis.
tration Report that the average kamig sppeared content to remain in the
bondage which he had voluntarily seeepted.  There were efforts  to
establish weaving of eoarse cloth as a cottage industry, but the move had
failed ns it wes not a paving proposition.
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The next two years, 1925-86 and 192627, were years of general
prosperity.  The paddy crop was giod. The wages of labour
remained high.,  Emigration to the tes gardens was oxtremely dull
(‘o-operative Bacieties were formed and were affiliated to the Central
Dank at Giridih. The spread of these socleties no donbt Liglped 50
break up the kewmsauti system. Fablic health in the district wais good
pxeept for a few cases of smalkpox in gertain |pealities,

The years also saw progress in the porrstrietion of the  Barkaksns-
Chandil and the Bsrkakana-Dialtonganj Reilways, which were Ehrown
open to publie traffic in 1926-27. Work had already been started in the
Argada colliery of the B. N. Ruilway and the Sirks colliery of Messrs.
Bird and Co. The depression in the eoal trade interferad laroely with
{he development of private gollisries.  The receipty from ey on mines
foly far chort of the estimates. As n result of this. the Dhistriot Doard
was unahle to garry out some of ita must important projecks,  The micd
trade waa slack, as thers wis not  much demand from abroad,  The
produce of Jae was better althongh the market wos dull. Mhere was a
surplug stock of lac in the stock of the dealers.  The supply of labour
was generslly sufficient and the wages s/ere almost the sams aa in the
previous year. The liquor shops had fourished ag before: as & g
percentage of the income of the labourers was speit there

There was n stump i the general prospenity during 1927-38.  There
was a partial failure of the paddy erop. fabi crop was partly damaged
L insect pests and inopportune rain.  The prices of atople food  crops
showed s tendency to rize.  The depression in eval and mica frode was
continping and telling heavily on the finances of the District Doard
which abandoned all original works of road eonstruction. Tha Pullie
anid Private Carriers both for passsngers and goods had = rapid increase
in numbér and daumaged the roads and it wasa problem for the Dhstrict
Bourd to maintain the roads fu proper form. There was o  (ioial
failure of lac exop in the Chatra subdivision and thiz was to soma extent,
rpsponsible for the scarcity existing nmongst the poarer classes. The
scarcity recorded a rise in the incidence of emigration from the  distiich
to Assam Tea Eslates,

The same sconomic trends eontinued in 1923.24 and 19249-30. In
192890 the rsilway line between Barkskana gnd  Thaltengan] was
completied and thrown open to piblie trafiic. A traffic survey by the
Agency of E. I Railway Administrstion for a line of railway from
Huzaribegh Road to Hazaribagh Town was eorried out.  The expanson
of motor bus and lorry teaffic continned and there were regulay serviess
to places like Gays and Dhanbad.  The expansion of the railwsy and
riad trafie heralded future expansion of trade and imdustry,
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The main economin featurs in the subsequent few years: wag &
general depression due to plenty of food supply and o rapid fall in iha
prices,  The abnprmal fall in the prices of food-graine affected  thoss
agriculturists who depended on cash to pay rents and for other expsuses[
on e sale of the agricaltural produoce,  Cluldivators  were finding it
difficult to 2ol their stock. Cwing to trade depression, the industrial
aréas were nob able b provide sufficient work for the lebonring elaszas
though the wages of industrial labour in coal and mica uress cantinued
{0 be the same as in the preceding vear.  The incidence of ernigralion |
to the tea pardens, however, fell.  The decrense wig probably due o |
the chespness of food-grains. During thess years the expansion  of |
motor hus traffic continued resnlfing in further deterioration of roads.
The finaneea of the District Board eentinued to be in a bad wey nm
necount of the (epression, |

The price of lae foll ao low that hardly eny lac was grown extépt n
Gomia and Petarbar areas.  The depression in the  wal and  mim
mining industrics still continned, Tn spile of the Kammnt Acl, the
kamiandi systemm seill prevailed.  The depression alsn  hib  other
mdigenous industries chiefly to be found in the Chsfra subidivising,
namely, the mmufactirs of shellae, eaterhy, bress utensile,  ron
implernents, wooden hair-camba, and the wenving of cosrse elath, Thpre
wag a heavy slamp and 3 substantial reduction in the purchasing power
of the people. A large number of mica mines were closed apnd ke
eosl mities were slao warking short time thromghout the year 1081-13,

The depression is shown in the deteriorution in rent eollection, which
fell from 49.01 to 41,5 per cent in the Encumbered Bstates. In the
Government cstates thera was g corresponding drop from 04,1 to 01.86
per cent.  The wage level of the labourers bad an abnormal fall, The
daily wages of an agricultural labourer varied from 2} to 4 annas in termg
of eash.  Other fabourers were getting shout 3 to 4 annag.  Tn the eodl
mines the wige of enal eutter foll fram about 8 annas a day thees vesrs
ago to shoud Ms. 1-8-0 0 weelk,  Thers wag 8 surplus of lahour gupply
exeending the demand. There was o large incidence of  unregulated
emigration of seasonal character o Burma and Bengal.  There waas a
contraction in rural eredit and the basis of credit was being canverted
from cash to grain.  This was due to lack of money ineor e,

The restrietion on cosl mining continued and the despalehes fell
from 22,30,873 tons in 1932 to 21,14,720 fons in 1938, The contraction
war accompanied by o forther fall in wares.  Mica, however, showed g
little smprovement.  Export increased ig quantity by 15.4 per cond
and in valne by 19.21, per cent, which shows not woly inereased demand,
hut & slight rise in prices. A number of mines re-opened  during  the
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year.  The increase was mainly in splitting and  scrap mies. 'The
tatal value of mics exported during the year was Ra. 33,12,667 againat
Rz, 27,78 972 in the previous year,

Bome signs of economie relief were, liowever, seen in  1034.37,
Though the rice erop suffered in Sadar and Chatra  subdivisions, the
bhadai wnd winter vice, the sgarcane and rabi erops were good.,  The
price of vice was 12 to 13 sears per rupee during this year ag againss LG
seers in the previong year.  The food supply was plentiful and  the
tendency of the price lovel to rise was o good index, Tha wages of
agricaltural labeur, however, remamed at the same low level,  Tn mics
mdustry, howsvar, the improvoment continned, sod there wis inerease
both in the number of workers and the rate of wages. Ooal slso recorded
an improved business and there was more employment bt the wiges
continied to be the same, that ja, sbout 4 annos & day.  There was also
seene labour trouble in Giridih eonl-fields Rent colleckion improved
which meant that there was more of paying capaeity in the cultivating
raiyats,  The settlements of the Faeise shops had gond bidding in mics
nid conl tunes ares.

The despatoh of coal during the year increased from 23,14.720 tane
to 24,15,085 tons in the previons year. 'The wages, however, did  nob
recird  any  perceptible  lmprovement.  Mica showed an npprecidble
unproverment.  The inerease was seen particulnrly in splitting and serap
mica. The total valoe of mica exported doring the year was R, 58,006,841
against Bs. 33.12,657 in the preceding year. During winter season  the
price of lao was Ra. 20 to Re. 35 s against Rs. 10 fo R, 20 in the
preceding year,

The same trends were continued in the next year (1985-36). There
wis a favourable rainfall and the outturn of bhodaoi and the winter rite
erop was nob bad.  Tha price of riee fuetnated between 12 to 13 secrs
per rupee. Food supplies were sufficient and tha prices showed a tendency
to mze,  The wages of agrienltuenl  labour, however. did not vecard o
rige.  There were enconraging signs m the collection of rent, Govern-
meant Batate collection increased from 94.0 to 96.63 per cent and in
Wards and Encumbered Estates from 57.5 to 66.7. Tl opening -
Ramgarh, Bokaro snd Earanpura coal-fields lad & healthe influence in
bresking up the old kemiguti system which was prevalent in (hose areas
during the time of Survey and Settlement operations (1908-15). ri:h“
labourera had a good avenuve for employment in eeal mines, The micd
mings and factories also afforded employment to a large  number of
labourers.  Bo far as coal is concerned, thers wis & decrsuge in tha
despatch of coal from 24,1509 tons in 1084 to 23 533,708 tons. ].,f:cls.
hewover, showed some improvement. Exparis during the vesr both 10
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outpit and value incrensed by 8.01 per cent and 19.2 per cent  respec-
tively.  Thers was no improvement in the ghollee marckeg in  Chatra
subdivision.  Manufaetore of iran waghers, ehaire, lockets, tronks anid
ufengtls by a factory of FHazaribagh wag closed. A samoof KHso 18,000
wia ndvanced by the Government this vear For works on villnge
improvement schomes,.  There was no extension of rallways during the
year, Government sanchioned s som of Bso 87200 and Rs, 1,04,500
for the constrockion of two bridges, viz., Golli Eridge un Chaupnrn-
Chatra read snd (2) Jamuoniy Bridge oo Dumri-Bermo rmad.  Tha
number of motor boses plying on the mad inereased from 57 to 61, but
the number of taxiz deersased from 44 to 37,

The. twe principal industries: of mica and cool bad a revreal durimg
the vears 103730,  The wages remaiped almest stationary showing
o incrense by 5 per cenb or so in cerfain areas, The despatch of nosl
in 1935 was 23,583,708 tons, but in 1936 the despatel eame upto
94 4B 34T tons.  In 1987 there wag n slight decrense in the despalelh
of coal which fell to 2393 668 tans, but again in 1938.30 it shot uple
31.65,010 tons.  Thers were more enquiries for good quality mica from
abroad. The exports in miea in 1986-27 showed an merease m quantity
by 424 per cent and in valoe by 21,5 per eent.  In F986-37 Lhere was a
further increase of exparts in miey in quantity by 15.08 per eent and in
valpe by 23,3 per cent. Tn 1988 the exports of mien inereased in
quantity by 5399 per cent sod in value by 14.48 per ¢ent.  The other
important industry of Haxarbagh distrief, namely, shellae,  bowever,
did not show much improvement in sny of {hese three vears: The mpply
of labour in the town and in the collieries of mica-Aelds was sufficient.
There way an improvement in  collection of rent.  The mmmber ol
emigrants was negligible,  The ootturn of the crops was  setisfactory,
Tha price of rice varied from 11 seerg o 14 feers.

The amended Chotanagpur Tensney Aet came into fores fn 1088.39.
aml the condition of the tenants improved considerably.  THegal exne.
tlona from the tenants started dizappearing, There was o small strike
in & mica factory in Giridih in 1937-38, which was, however, controlled
immedistely. The demand of labonr in cosl and miss mines gave 4
death blow to the Fomisuli svstem.  The relationship hetween  the
landlords and temants was generally good.

Mica trade received a violent oseillaflon in  F838-40, In the
beginning of the year, there was a very heavy demand (or mica dus o
the War.  This led to a larger employment of mics lahour in the mines
and more outpot,  But towards the end of the vear, there was restoe-
tion on the export of mica leding to a grest slump in the brade wnd i
large number of people weg thrown oot of emplovment.  This  vear
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alowed o deeresse in the despateh of coal whigh fell to 51,84 850 tons.
"Ia export of mica decressed in guantity by 3 per cent, bub ineressel qn
valus by 16.6 per cent. It may be noted here that the owners aof the
micy mines and the middls men reaped = good profit slthough the
labourers were not benefited at oll.  As a msbter of fact, as lins been
mentioned, many of them were thrown out of employreent towurds the
el of the year.

Tent Redustion and Bakast Restoration Acts were promulgated and
acted upon giving considerable relief to rafgats all over the district.
Reduction to the extent of even ten nnnas to & ropee had been made.
The Isndlords induced the tennnts to efféct compromise at higher rates
in appeal atage.

Tut ag-is usual with the shifting trends of irde in an  shnormal
period marked by war, the depresstan in mica frade was lignidated in the
visry next year (1840-41), The Central Government cortrafled  and
made larger purchages of mica,  The fabour position became hetter a3
ihe military camps ot Ramgach and other places ahsorbed a  large
wumber of labomrers nnd artisans. The prices of rice and other
necessaries of life phowed an upward trend, bub price confrol measires
were taken quickly by the Government, and profilesring was eheckad to
& greab extent.  Thers was a rise in the level of wages:

Owing to the Second Great War, the prices of all the commadities
ipeloding food-stufl went on soaring in the next two pears and price
eomitrol measures by the State had to be tightened.  The crops n the
years 1941-42 o 1945-47 were not good.  There was, however, s good
demand of labourers in mies, cosl and other indusir es in the district.
The wages of agriculéural labour also started moving up along with the
wages in mica and coal-fiells, The general condition of the agrieultural
population was nol very prosperous in gpite of some of the sympathetic
lensney measures, such o3 reduction of rent.  The price of agricultural
implements and plough catile showed o disproportionate vise ulong  with
the high prices of the ¢ssential enmmodities.

Tha despatch of cosl recorded an upward tendeney. In 104445
ile quantity of 34,20,154 tone of cosl wers despatched against 23 46304
loks in the preceding year. Mica mines were wiorked at full pressure
to ensure regular sapply of micn to the Government. Factary work was
extended and mica splitting us a hame mndustry had 4 windiall. In
1045.46 the exports of mica bad inereased in value by 16 per cent.
Chascoal business, partieulardy in Chatra mbdivision, moved up owing
to a lieavy demand by charconl gas plant m motor lorries due to  the
zenreity of petrol.
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The eeonomic lrends did oot fall intoe & set puttern  wwing o
abnormal times.  This was apparent when in 19406-47, in spite of the
erope nob being good and the agricultursl wages and the wageg prevailing
in miea and coal mines being at the samea high level, and in spite of a
shott aupply of laboor dus o the difficulty of finding food-stuff on 4
liberal seale, thers was a4 tremendons incressa m the despateh of coal. This
Fear 285 984 fong of conl was degpatched ag against 33,48 ,824 tons in
the preceding year. The mica merehants and particulurly the middle-

men resped a rich hurvest, na the export of mics during 1M6 increased
i yabe hy YLG per cent.

Although the oubturn of the bhadai snd  ‘winter
better on the whele in 194748, thin in (he peeceding year, lhe prives
remainied al the same high level. There wag no dearth of etnploymenl,
fop Tabonr i twica wnd coal-fields, and there was, consequently, no
appreciable emigration.  Wages of sgricnftural Inhour as well as e
wirkers in the collieries and the mica mines remainad st a Ligh  lavel.
Agricultural wages varied from 12 annas to Re, 1, while in the mines
it wus from Re. 1 to Rs. 1-8-0. There was s lesser quentity of enal
despatehed during this year and the export of injca In valoe had  aleo
decrcased by 97.04 per cent.  As petrol: became available, e ehricoal
bmzinezs in Chatra subdivision had a depression. Al the foreats swere
taken over under the Bihar Private Morest Aot A new mineral,
beryl, wus discovered in Hugaribagh district.

rice  crops was

The over-all position of the tenants and of the agricnburists could
not be said bo be prosperous, Along with a high level of wages, the
prices of commuditics were equally high and affected particularly  the
classes of fixed income groupa.  The condition of the industrial luboar,
huwever, was bettar, because industrial labour was gefilng  more and
more inerease in wages.  Coal recorded an increase in despatch in 1948

#.  Export of mica decreased in value by 48.2 per cenb during the
year 1948,

During the following yeirs 1949-54, the material condition of the
people and particularly of the non-agriculturists eonld not be said to be
very satisfactory. It is, however, true that a very small per eent of
the population, namely, the big agricalturists were benefited by the high
prices of food-grains.  The prics of rice varied between 1F sesrs fo
2 seers, and there is no doubt that much of the high prices. wore
engineered by the stock not bBeing relessed hy the big agriculturists,
Giovernment had fo intervene by introducing a Paddy Levy Scheme by
which the stock of the big agriculturvists wag attached at u reasonshle
price.  Other price control measpras were nlso adoplod, 8o fa- ag the
crop position s coticemned, the cutturn was neb bad, althoogh it could
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not be said o be very satisfactory.  The outturn of sugarcans crop was
good.  The daily wages of the Iabourers varied from 12 annas fo
Rs. 1-80. There was sn increase in the level of wages in the mics
mimes which varied from R4, 1-8-0 to near shoot Ra 880, and  the
earnings of the colliories were generally o bit higher.  The high rise of
the prices of food-graing and other necessities of lifa badly affected the
labourers and the people of smaller jocome group. The rise m the
price of plough estile and dsily necessitics of life  counteracted  the
benefits.  Despatehes of coal fell in 194960, while the sxport of mica
increased in valie by 2179 per cent.  More ol pond mies mines wers
worked and the wages bad incressed by mors than 200 per cenl over
the pre-war levok

In 1961:52 there was s shump in the micy trade and many people
in mica trada were thrown oub of employment.  In thiz year the orop
position was not satisfactory and some parts of Ssdar subdiviston and
the whole of Chatra subdivigion had to be declared  searcity area.
Measures were taken to provide relief lo the distressed people, and @
lurge amwonnt of faceasd Jonme and olbher loans were distributed [
epite of slomy, there was an incresse in the level of wages in the mics
and coal fields.  The averags dally earningg in mica mines variad from
Es. 2 to Bs. 3 a day, and s nsml, the earnimgs of the colleres ware
slightly higher.  On the whole, the percentage of eolletion on ewrrent
demend of the three Government Fetates in the district was 08,12
againal 97.79 in the previous year. 1o the Wards and  Encumbared
Eatates: the percentage of current eslleclion on eorrent demand  was
589 against 68.1 in the previons yesr. ‘Tha relationship hetwesn the
landlords and tenants continued to be generally satisfeetory.

During the year s som of Bs, 19,40,000 was allottéd to the district
for Minor Irrigation Schemes. As many as 708 Minor Trrigation
Sehemes were taken up including the old schemes of the preceding wears.
All old schewes were completed in the year.

In 1952-53 Chatra subdivision had a faivly good harvest,  The
outburn of bhedai and winter riee crops in the other ports of [he district
wag not bad.  During the first part of the year, the prices of essentis!
eommodities roled high, but in the latter part, the prices showed 2
downward frend.  The wages of the ngricultural Jlabourer and the
indusirial labour in the mines continued to be g8 before.  There was 8
hetter level of collection of current demand in the three Governmendt
estutes..  In the Wards and Encumbersd Estates the percenisge _':‘E
vallection of current demand was 77.9 per cent against 53.9 per cent 1
the previons year.
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On the whele, i Gannot be ‘said that the economin condition of the
people hn improved partienlarly dos ta #he high prices. of fonrdigraing
and the afhep neceszities of lifa. There was & cortajn degres  of
fension batween the employer and the employee in the callierieg and (he
mica areas, The whale of Giridik sabdivision was deolsred fu be g
soaTeity rea in May-Tune months qf 1852-58, and gratuitons relisf hiad
to ha griven in cartain sreas.  Consfruction of rogds and Minar Lrrigs Fiom
Hehones guve some refisf to the hard mannal workers, & farge numbir
of Minor Trrigation Sehemes werd completed.  There was-alss disteibi.
tion of laecaps and other kindg of lnans.

There was not mush of varistion in the trends of the exinomis
condition in 195354, Tn Chatrs subdivision thers WES 208 proy-
ment in the materfal eondition of the people on acevunt of & fairly
satifactory yiold of bhadai and of kkanf erope.  The slump in the
collieries and in the mics business continued. Tha prices  of ool
articles came down due to good craps and rien was Bgain svailable 1
plenty in every market, The wages of the lahoarers oither engaTed 1y
agricultare or in the eollieries remained albmost the same, The rely.
tmship hetween the landlords angd the tenants continned ta bhe manerally
satisfactory.  The tenianty in some of the villages whicl were notified
ander the Land Reforms Act weps being dissnaded hy the oabgoimy Tand-
wrds and their agents from paving rents fo the Government,  The
sitnation was tetiully handleq by persuasion, and, in same cages, by
txecutive action,  For the amebioration of the sondition ul the people,
Government had allotted 5 #um of Rs. 72,000 to the district undes the
Land Tmprovement Lioans At in 1958-54. Another sum of Rs. 3,000 0
was alsn allotted to the district undpr Agriculturists’ Loans Act. A sum
of Hs. 5,00,000 was allutted to the district for minor irrigation works
272 Minar Trrigation Sehemes wers taken up including the old schemes
of the preceding vear, out of which 153 sehemes were pampleted, Thers
i no donbt that but for the availability of this money, the eandition of
the common man wonld have further deterinrated.

The year 1954.55 was tharacterised bv partial  faflure of paddy
erops, slump in mica angd retrenchiment of libourers in the collierie; and
it mica factories. There wig hardls simy change in the wage Jevel, Tha
over-all picturs of the economin enndition was not substantially diffarent
for the hetter,

This year also an amount of Rs. 3,26,000 was made availahle for
iistribution under the Agriontturists' [oans Aok, A som of Rs: 111000
wag allotted under the Tand Improvement Toans Aet. The entirs
smount was spent daring the year. The liboral allotment  of
Rs. 6,00,000 made it possible to take up 486 minor irrigation schemes
including the old schemes out of which 252 schemes were complited.
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One of the-sids to agricullure since 1949 haz been & certain amount
of Btate aid every year for the veelymation of weste lands, The cubtivabla
waste landa of the district were mesr shont 5,00,000 acees m 1947-48.
Bince 1949, land improvement loana have been partienlarly  disfriboted
for the reclamation of waste lands, The following are the fgures of

land improvement hang distributed for reclamation of waste lands from
194055

Rs.
1942-50 5 e e HOD 350
195051 e i 63,065
19562-23 i P 47 (0
195354 - . . 58,524
1964-55 il 1,05 040

There has been a steady und substantis)l reclamation of waste landa
i the district with the helpaf thesa loans.

Ag the agrieuliursl sconomy in  the distriet of Hazanbagh s
essemtially dependent on rainfall, Government  have encomraged  the
coistrudtion of Mioor Trrigation Projecks, such as bundh, ahors {waler
reservinrs]l, ete, Thig sthemea haz made g great progress.  From 1948.
40 to 1952-53 abont 1,832 Minor Irrigation - Schemes have Leen
constmeted at g total cost of He. #30,50,78].  The arey likelv o bt
irrigated as a result of these schemes will be in the neighbourhond  of
31,769 acres of land.  Tn the nrea peopled by others than the shoriginals,
half of the cost of the project is realised from the persons benefited, As
a special cuse, Government have exempted the shoriginals from  this
comtribution:  Ameng the other measures taken for Ehe immediata
relief of the tenantry, mention may be made of the smendments to the
Chotanagpur Tensncy Act in cuder to give the raiyats more substantial
rights than what they had hefore in respect of the lands held by them as
seltled raiyals. A special legislstion was enacted for the speedy
dizsposal of bekast disputes throngh Arbitration Bonrda,  This measure
known az Bibar Bakest Dispute Settlement Act, 1947, has had  good
results,  Aunther beneficial mensure was the Bihar Privileged Persons
Homestead Tenancy Ach, 1947, which conferred on the landless Ishourers
and “artisang the same righty in their omestead 82 are enjoved by
raiyats under the Tenancy Act.  The pussing of the Land Feforms Act
cand the eensequent vesting of the estates and tenures in the State is n
revolutionary messure. It sholishes the many ntermediaries between
the Btate and the tiller of the =oil. The Government poliey is  very
broad-based, and the sole. aim is to improve the condition of the
caltivators. T4 is contemplated to spend 24 per cent of the coMection
oo works of improvement for the benefit of the tenaniry, In 1953.54
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under this head an allobment of Re, 1,70,095 was entirely spent on the
desilting of tanks, completion of irrigation projects, consiruction of wolls
and roads snd improvement of bazars. In 195453 the smounc
similarly spent wag Bs. 1,45,455-12.0,

Another measire recently taken to stop the cconomic exploitation
of the sboriginala from the handy of the money-lenders has leen the
opening of grain golas.  When one remembers that in this distriel aut
of a total population of 19,387,210, the number of scheduled eastes i
2,156,722, that of scheduled tribes i 367 032, nnd  that of baclward
clusses is 9,07,925, the need for such an institution is very apparent, ‘So
far 38 grain golzs have been opened in the district, The Gram
Panclhayets manage 95 of them, whilp the rest are mn by the Thana
Welfare Ofiters.  Seed graine are distributed on loan from thase iy
By this sohime the makajang have been hard bit, and their rate of
interest has commdersbly fallen.  Guvernment have also decided that
every lumily of Harijans in the district should be provided froe of rent
with 0,05 acre of Tand for homestead and 5 acres of land for agricultural
purpagss, Thiu siheme js all‘t‘::lﬂy bE.-l-nE_r J-I'I'![J]L'[IIE‘:HIE‘I.:!. Dur[n‘._f' 1084-55,
884,41 acrea of land have been settled in Chatrs subdivision with 167
persons.,  In Sedar sobdivision 228,55 acres of Tand were dettled with
177 such families:. In Giridih subdivision €,608.19 pores of limd  wers
pettled with 1,512 familes

The Bhodan Movement was inangerated in Huzaribegh district o
1054-55.  More than cight laklis acres of lands had been donated in
the district and this is the largest contribution from one  particuiar
district in the whole of India.  The movement introduced by Sri Binova
Blave s an all-Tndis movement and calla upon  the land owners to
donate a portion of their linds to be ultimately distributed to the landless
labour,

The wage-structure through the different yoars has been indicated,
Tt will be seen that wages have generally bean linked np with the prices
of the essential commoditiess  There have been rise and Ml in wages
for the indostrial labour due to incressed demand for Imbour 10 the mics
anid coal-fields.  The wage-structure of the agrienltoral labour has not
had that type of incidence of rise a8 in the ease of the industril labonr,
The daily cash wageés of an unskilled labonrer in Hazaribagh district was
3 annas in 1916, and &t the close of cur review (1054}, it was nob less
than Bz 1-8:0.  Similarly, the daily wages of o blacksmith, or  that
of a ecarpenter, in 1016, was: 4 annas hot they were nesr about Rs. 9-8.0,
or even more, in 1954, The daily wages of a ploughman  was. near
about 3 annasin 1916, and this was slightly above P, 1 even in the rirl
arens In 1954,
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In April, 1952, there was some inquiry into the eurrent rate snd
Its incidence on agricultursl wages.  Tho vebue selected was villaga
Lipda.  TPhe mormal working boury for the carpenters,  blacksmiths,
cobblers, field labourers were ealoulated to be pesr abogt O hovrs & day.
Wages were found to be given both in kind und in cash. The eash
equivalent of the wages for the average carpenter or a blacksmith  was
Rs, 1-12-0.  The tatal wiagég in cash for a cobbler was found o be
Ba. 1-8-0, while that of the fiold labourers Re. 1 only, Al thesa
rates were in respect of males.  [n the esse of females and  children,
the rates varied and were moch less. Woman labiour  wag  usually
available for agricultural operations only.  Woman labour was  alsn
utifised Tor eollisries cleewhers, but later, s employment of  woman
and child labour for underground work was prohibited by lagisiation.

The ndustrial workers in mics #nd coal-fields form an tmportany
feature for this district, As described belore, an impartant indastry
in the district is the mining indusiry consisting mninly of micp wd
coal.  Nearly 69 per cent of the total production of mica in Tndis
comes from the district of Hszaribagh slone. Thera are near abent
500 mica mines employing approximatsly 40,000 workers when there s
no slump.  Before the setuah export of mica, there have to ha extensive
dressing, sizing and other processes.  Fur this processing there are
about 200 mica factories distributed throughout thy disteict. Regarding
roal mining industry of the district, theee sre about 60 eonl  mimes
working and producing nenr about 30,00,000 tons of coak, The ayeragn
utimber of porsens employed dally in coal mines was 96,272 in 1951,
431 o 1958 und 84337 in 1953, The Gindib peoup  of  collieriea
alone owned by the Government of India, Ministry of Production,
sinploy near sboot 9,000 persons datly.  The bulk of the industrinl
labour in the collieries depends to o grest extent for (heir wiiges on the
tivctuations of the market. During depression, the wages of g cosl-
catter fell from sbout 8 snnus a day 0 about Bs, 1-8:0 5 week, The
opening of & number of ¢oal-fields in Ramgarh srea bas  definitely
comtributed towards the breoking up of the kamianti system and for
doing away with the neeessity of emigration,

The econceny of the district i3 largely dependent on mica industry
for another reason.  Bplitting of mica s essentially a eottage industry,
which absorbs the leisure hours of the agricultnral laboprers and all the
women and children dependent on agriculture,  The reasons for the
fluctuations of mica business- are stock-piling and an unfortunate eraze
for supply of bad quality mica during the war boom.  Now mics from
Hazaribagh district has to stand the competition of other eonntries
which have developed their mica indnstry,  The Mines Act (1952
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eontrals the rate of wages of laboor in mieg mines.  Theie are now
proper regulations and rules framed under the Act as well as  wider
Minea Maternity Benefit Act and Rules, Workmen's Compensstion
Act and Fules, Mines Ureche Fuoles, Payment of Wageas Act; ete. The
Minimum Wages Act and Rules are now  applicable 1o the mica
factories,

In the vary recent yearg the disiricl has received o new look by
the wmanifeld setivities of the Demoadar Valley Corperation, which s
opened up s series of muli-purpose dams for irmgation and the supply
of eleciricity. The energy now available is bound to have bensficial
resilta for the cotlage industries. The Community Project Schemes
and the development programmes have brooght an integrated approach
ta the problem of voral development ag an organie whole.  The distric
of Hazaribagh i3 bound fo play & yery importanl pert in the  near
future with the several dams, power stations, thermnl station ot Bokaro
aril thi series of Community Development Sehemes.  There 12 gomg
to be o factory for the monufsclure of explosives at Gomis which  will
slan ba o help towsrds the industrialisation  of  the district,  Whils
warieuiture will enntinve to remain the main eceapation in the distriot
the jndustrial projects will, no doubi, ahsorb o hig pereentage of  the
skilfed and unglkilled lahour of the distriet snd will tend fo raize the
vemiromnie siandard ag a whole,  The distriel has wn  abundince  of
resaiizees, and there bhag been a begimning to: ntilise o lerge oomber of
them,




