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CHAPTER v,
THE PEOPLE,
AREA OF THE DisrioT,

The present arca of Hozaribagh districk is 7,016 squars  miles.
The population of the district in 1863 was reported by  Captain
Thomson, Hevenue Borveyar as 7,16,085. The frst cenanz  of Lhe
district was taken in 1370 There bave  heen subtequent decennial

centnses. The population in the different CONSUS ¥ears was reporied
ag. follows :—

o Rl
1881 11,04,742 i .

1891 11,%4,331 4+ #8574 54
1901 11,777,941 4 14,841 +117
1811 12,88,609 +1.10,648 9,30
1921 12 76,944 — 11,663 —0.91
1931 15,17,357 +2,40,411 41883
1941 17,51,339 4-2,33.982 15,42
1951 19,37,.210 +1,85,871 +10.6

Thus hetween 1881 and 1951, i.g., in 70 years ihe popuiation of
the district has recorded g net Inorease of B 82 468 PeTsans,

The methods of enumeration at ghe enrlier stages were  rather
experimental and not very relisble, Hven now it vinmot be said that
the methods of enumeration are infallible and the results absolutely

reliable. Nevertheless, they give tome dals which could also be tested
from other economic trends,

The incidence of growth or utherwise of the population of the
district of Hazaribagh as shown by the figures quoted above i in
confermity with the economic trends of the diglriet. There wiz
enormous development in  the  goal mingz, of Giridih b
division. This explaing tha incresse in population between 1581 and
1801 chiefly in that sabdivision., Tn the mext decade thers was s
severs economic scarpity almost ameunfing fo femine, which caused
& greab incresse of emigration and a high denth rate, The decressze in
populition was shared by Hazaribagh, Chatrs, Barkegaon, Gumia,
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Barhi and Bagodar  police-stativns. The rite of increase  during
1901—1811 was high, Gividih subdivision gained 50 per cont increase
in population owing to the development of the Gindih coel-fislds anil
the growth of the new tawn which is the present sabdivisional head-
quarters. The other thanas that gained & remarkable meresse N
population were Peterbar (49 per cent), Domr (38 per cent), Gumia
and Mandu (34 per cent each) and BRamgarh (31 per cent), It is
sigmificany that the comparative ease in the economis  situation  had
et down emigration during this decade. Thess thanes are all in the
Damodsr Valley and south-east in the distriet and have s very consider-
able aboriginal element. Apparently, the comparative abgence of
smigration had contributed to the greal increass of population in these
dreas. The other thanas that geined in riprlation in this decads wers
Bagodar (22 per cent), Gawsn (90 per cent), Hodarma (19 per cent)
and Huntergunj (19 per cont). The ineresse in Bagodar srea could he
nssocinted with the vpening of the Grand Chord Bailway.  The ares
of Hodarma had a grest development of the mica mines and naturaily
this led to an incresse in the population. T¢ may olao he mentioned
that the landlords had always tried to keep lnndless serfs tied to them
snd not to allow them to leave the distriet,

Another rematkuble trend of the ropulation will e seen  in an
analysis of the elements m the population of the district that had been
born outside it, In the Census of 1911 there  were 41,631 persona
residing in the district who had beay born outsids it Dt of this populs-
tion as many =5 34,000 Lad comes from contiguons districts, 3,000 from
ather parte of the provinee nod 4,000 from  other provinees, The
pereentage of immigrants from Gaya bas alwayz bheen largze. The
peons, barehile and other employees of landlords and & fair elemont
smang the settlars in the district heve been deswn  from the mneigh-
bouring district of Gaya.

In the Census of 1911 it was found that 144541 inhabitants of
Hezaribagh district were regiding: outside it. Begurding the number
of men of the Hazaribagh district residing outside it Sir T, ‘D, Rifton
in the Final Report on the Survey and Settlement Oprrations in the
district of Hazuribagh (1908—1916) observed ss follows :—

" Of this total 32,000 have gone to the adivining distriets of
Gaya, Monghyr, Sunthal Parganns, PRenchi; Palaman
end Manbhum, probakly for agriculture : 3,900 are
working in ihe coal mines of Jharia and  Buordwan -
1,500 are in tea gardens of Jalpaigori and Chittazong.
Besides this, thers is considerabla emigration tn  Assam
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et HAZARIRAGE,

and the mills arcund Caleutta, and there is 5 large recroit-
ment of Khalasia from Hazaribagh for Survey operations
in Eastern Bengal and Burma, and for the Tormn
Forest Departiment, ™

In the Censas of 1921 the population of the district had desressed
by 11,663 or 0.91 per cent. The decrease in the population o the
Census year of 1921 appears also to have been largely due to the terribla
cholera epidemic which broke out in 1917 and which was followed by
0 equally severe influenza cpidemis,  Thers was slso a general distresa
that resulted from the failure of rains. It has been said that Lefore
the end of 1918, as manv as 82,000 men had perialied of whom B9 000
died of fever anly. '

The distribution of populstion has baesn very unéven, In 1011 ¢l
population of the Giridill subdivision was 4,528,608 with a density of
226 per square mile, it was £,12,544 for Sadar subdivision with a density
of 181 per square mide. In Clatrs subdivision the population was
233400 with a density of ooly 145 per square mile. " It iz & notes
worthy faet that  Chatrea, the povtion of the district which contained
thy gate of the * Tharkhand * or the fungle states of Chotanngpar, and,
e the highway between Biliar and Lohardnga, was  she  tract frec
Penelrated and oceapied by Biharis, s now by far the most sparacty
Populated part of the distriot. "' [ Final Hepart on the Swrpey and
Settlement Operations in the disirict of Hazeribagh (1908—1916) br
Sir 7. D. Sifton, page 12.]

During the desade 1921—1031 an inersase of 240411 aver the
Popidation figure of 1921 was recorded o5 diselosed in the Censng Baport
of 1931. The percentags increase was 18.83. The rate of naltiral
Increaso was 18.66 per cent—a rate more rapid than in snv other district
of the provinee excepting Angul (Bibar and Orizsa then eonstituted o
#ingle provingsY. The growth of population was mest promounsed in
the south and soith-past of the digtrict, Thess nre calliery arens, and
here the patural incresse was supplesnented by a greab influx of labour
from outside. The growth of Chutra sabdivision in the extreme north-west

- of the Ristrict was not an anything like the same seale as the growth

elsewhere, Chauparan was the only thana in this subdivision which
T'IE_M ite own with the rest of the district due to climatie and other
Privileges which it enjoys like that of Sadar and Giridib subdivisions.
The rest of Chatra subdivision is net so well equipped for the sapport
“F  rapigly ineregsing papulation. However, Huntergunj was the only
thana which showed a decresse in population unlike other thanas m
tha Chotanagpur division none of which recarded an incresse  of Jese
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that § per cent during the decade, In the Census of 1321 this thana
actually added to the population of the district when thers was o general
fall of 0.91 per cent in the populstion of the district, In the Census of
1901 and 1911 it recorded a greater inerease than any other part of the
district. Therefore, the decrease is not eseily accountable.

In the Consns of 1941 an incresse of 2,33,982 persons was recorded
over the populstion figure of 1931 but the percentage inerease was 15.4%
only. Percentage increase was highest in the Badar subdivizion and
lowest in Chaira subdivizion, the percentages being 16:67 and 10.24
respectively. In Giridih snhdivision the rate of inerease was recorded
at 16.14 per cent. It may be pointed pub here that Chatra was tha
only subdivision in this diqt:rict. which in this decade showed a greater
rate of percentage inerease than in the previous decade, althongh Chafra
thama in this subdivision recorded s decrease of 25.75 per cent. This
was the only thana in the whole of Ohotanagpur division, which reeord-
ed surh an alarming percentage decraass in populeiion. Howewver, 1t
is to be moted that Huntergonj thana of this subdivisien recorded an
increake of 8.68 per cen as sgainst o decrease of 0,18 per eent in the
previons Census. I8 may also be pointed out bere that Spdar and
Giridil subdivisions sctuslly recorded a decline in the rate of
percentage increase as compared to the immedistely preceding decade.

Tn the Cevans of 1951 slso an ineresze of 185871 (10.6 per eentl
persrms was recorded. As compared to the provions  census bgures,
the percentage rate of increase recorded in this decade was less by
5,04, Decrease in the percentage rale was more prefwunced o
Giridih and Chatrs subdivisions. Chatra aetully showed a Det
decrense of 0.3 per cent. However, Chatra thana in s subdivision
ahowed s percentage inerease of 0.5 as against a percentage decrease
of 25.75 veeorded in the previeus decade. FPercentage incressa in
Sadar and Giridih subdivisions was recorded at 16.1 and B.0 respec-
tively as against 1646 and 164 respectively recorded in the Census of
1441,

Tt would sppear from the foregoing snalysis  that in eourae  of
time, while the population of the Sadar and Giridih  subdivisions
rapidly increased, that of the *(hatrs subdivizgion did not show oy
marked change. It appeare useful to give gubdivision-wise ~popula-
tion and density here. In 1941 the population of the first two sub-
divisionz was 8,399,551 and 648447 with s densily of M7 smd 31T
per square mile respectively. The population  of the Chatra sub-
Aivizion was only 2,63,241, density being 171 per square mile. In the
Oensus of 1051 the population of the Sadsr gibdivision was 9,74 494

mi
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sud the density was 288 Per equare mile. The population of thes
Giridih subdivision wag 7,00,202 with » density of 842 per square mile,
The Chatra subdivision, on the other band, as stated above, hnd a decling

of 0.8 per cent, the populstion and density being 262,514 and 170
rospectively.

The peaple are organised secording to the Census of 1851, in o
total of 3,24,013 ocoupied houses, ont of whicl, 298,780 are in rural
areas snd 25,224 in wrhan areas TEs rorali areas are eomnprised m 6,199
villages and the urbag areas in 8 towns. The tfowns with  their
vopulation s recorded in 1951 Censug Tables are given helow -

Hazaribagh—33 813,
Giridih—29 167,
Fargali—17 644,

Ramgarh Gant.unment——l-i,??&.
Chatra—9 811,

Bokarg—g 807,

Thumri Tilaiva—g 090,
Bermo—a 020,

Among  these Hazaribagh,  Giridih, Kargali and Ohatra have
Municipalities and Thump; Tilaiyn a Notified Ares Committte. Tha
Ramgarh Cantonment has a Cantonment Board,

Porvrariox ACCORDING O (CASTES,

The majority of the ropulation in Hazaribagh are Hindng, Bome
of them, like the Bhuiyes and the Eharwars gre aboripinal or  somi-
ahariginal in erigin.  The Hindus formed 8386 per cent of fhe
population in Tave, The Percentage had been fairly maintained il
1911 when they numbered 10,656,067 or B2.7 per rent of  the whale
Bapulation, According to the Census  of 1951, their nirmber g
1707558 or BR.9 per cont of il total populition af 19037 210,

The ecastes of Brahming, Blmmihar Brahmins, Rajonts  and
Kuyasthas ara welt represented.  The  rpes owmercns  funetional
castes  are, however, . Gowalss, Telis, Koiris, Chamars, Kahars,
Hajjams, Burbees, Dusadhs, Fumhars, Turis, Huria. Hokinre and
vthers. Tt shonld be mentioned here that enumesgtion by castes way
adopted in tha Previous censuses but this hasis of enomerstion has
been eompletely givan up in the 1951 Cengys, However, for purposes

of record some mentiog will he made of tha populstion of some of thesn
Castes.
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The Bralmine were 25,492 in 1881, 31,013 in 1891, 35558 in
1011 and - 36:804 in 15981, The Prahmins have taken largely to secular
puranits. The number of Rajpats was 87,404 in 1831,34.133 in 1841,
20300 in 1911 and 35,760 @ 1981 The Rajputs are mostly either
landholders  or  cultivators. Hegarding Eryasthas Hunter in his
" Statistical Account of Bengal " (page 76) had given their numher in
the district ss 6,800, The number of Kavasthas was recorded sa
10,595 in 1921 and 12,075 in 1981 Cepmnses. The Kayasthuz are
mastly in servicea of some kind.

The Gowalas are mostly found in the northern half of the district.
Most of them ure taken to have come to Hazaribagh from the
neighbouring district of Gaya., A large number of them have g'i?aall
up pastoral pursuits and are now only cultivators, The Koiris who are
essentially an agricultursl and horticultural class numbered 41 495
in 1881, 44,700 in 1891, 52817 In 1911 snd 63,632 m 1991.

Telis, who are engaged s il pressors and aleo s cultivators,
numbered 42,319 in 1851, 44,972 in 1891, 33347 in 1611 and 85 28
in 1931,

The Chamars and the Kahars, Hajjams, Durhees and Kumbaiz,
wha are the other comimon Funotional castea, ara well distriboted
thronghout the distziet and practically every village lhas got some of
thew, Thair figures are as follows 1—

18d]. 15971 1911, 1931,
Chamurs o 40,8981 49,266 40,6503  R5,673
Hahara - 6,840 a1,a77 31,717 81,501
Hajjams 93650 95,645 27,588 33141
Burhees & (BE0T0 26,008 29058 34 450
Kumhars a1 g6 a1 gag o5 211, 838,826
Dspdhs von 26,799 25,250 26,058 98,784
Turis s ATR2H 20,778 30 634
“Suris o TTETE 16,652
Bodiiary ik 13,491 13,082

. I'J‘hnre are other funetional castes well distributed  all aver tha
district  Jike Dhohjs {washermen), Tohars (ironsmiths). Mallshas
ifishermen) and Sonars {galdemiths), ate,

: ThE:r-_: are & number of sborigmasl and quasi-sharigingl  tribes
1 Hazzribogh district, They are Bedias, Bhogtas, Bhuiyas, Gliatwals,
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Mundss, Oraons, Rajwars, Birbors, Saothals and Kurmices. Authori-
ties like Messrs. J. I, Sifton and 8. €. Boy have referred to these tribeg
as such in their Final Report on the Survey and Settlement Operations
in the district of Hazaribagh (1908—1915) und Roy's warks respectively.
These tribes have been found in the district of Hazaribagh from remote
times slthough their origin or immigration is shronded in lezend. and
mystery. There is, however, no doubt that in the remote vast some of
these tribes were masters of certain portions of the distriet.

Some of the important tribals will be noticed at some length later
owing to their importance as original residents in the district, They are
Mundas, Birhars, Oraons, Banthsls ond Blwiyss The other  tribes
whieh are nob so important numerically are Bedias, Bhogtes, Ghatwals,
Kurmees, Kurmalis und Rajwars. A briefl note on these tribes is given
firsh,

Bedias.—The population of Bedias in 1801 was 10,886, in 1917 the
population reached 12,668, while in 1941 their population was resorded
a5 18,063. The Bedias are practically confined to Ramgarh Thana snd
they are now essenbially cultivators as distinet from professional  snake
charmerg like their ancestors. According o the Banthal tradition they
are the descendants of thoss Santhals who wers feeble-minded and fled
from the social ontrages threatened by Madho Singh. Hunter freats
ihem ag pure Mundss. Thelr physical features and social costomz:with
the Puhan and similarity of the names of their Fillis {exogamons =uh-
division) make them more akin to the Mondas.

Bhoglas.—Bhogtas numbered 87 310 in 1891, 96,084 in 1911, 31,703
in 1931 and 39,466 in 1041 They are confined mainly to the Badar and
Chatra subdivigions. The Bhogtas are mostly herdsmen and enltivators,
They are now semi-Hinduized and ara connied fo be members of the
Sehednled Castes.

Ghatwals. —Tt is generally balieved  that Gthatwals wers ariginally
Glatwars of the Bhuiya tribe who used to guard the mountain passes.
Now most of the Ghatwalg elaim to be BRajputs and Hindu by religion.

Hurmees,—In 1881, the number of Kurmees was 62144, in 1807,
71,065, in 1911, 84,580 and in 1031, the number was 1,06,725.  The
Kurmees along with Roiris are the best agricnltnriste of the district.

Hurmalis.—The Kurmalis wers B.000 in 1911, £,930 in 1931 snd
9.836 in 1941, They are found mestly in Ramgarh, Golah and Peterbar
thunaz of the Sadar enbdivigion, TPreviously they were iron-zmelters
{blacksmiths) but now thex have hecome agrionltural lahonrer,

N N
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Kafwars,—The Rajwars are mostly confined to a narrow steip of the

digtript bordering on Gaya and are now connted as 8 Beheduled Caste,

In 1881 their numbear was 9,891, in 16891, 9,180 sod in 1931 their somber
wea connted ne 0,480,

Melamadans,—The population of Mobamadsns has bean  as
follows - —

1911—1,53 338,
987136 001,
1981—1,71 694,
12412 09,384,
1951 —2.14 BEG1.

They nre found mostly in the Giridih aod Sadar subdivisions, The
anmerically important sections nmong  the Mebamadana  are Angariz,
Sleikha, Ealils and Pathans,

Ansiris are spread all over the ditrich bab the majoriby of them liva
i the Gindibh subdivision. . The Mohamadans are mostly  cultivators
amdl weavers,  There are soma Muyshim landlends in Sader subdivizsion
and soime Pathian tennre-holders in Aanterganj and Kedarma thanas.

Clerigiinns —Thers sre several Missions working  in Flazaribezh
digtrict, namely, the Gossner Fvangelical Luntheran Chuorel, the Boman
Catholis Mission, the Dublin University Mission and the United Fres
Chureh of Scothind Mission, Thay ere working mostly smong the
aboriginal and backward classes.  They are responstble for & number
of mediesl and educational pentres which will be noticed at their proper
places. Tt is remarkable that in spite of the work of the Missiong for
over oocenliry the number of Cheistians in the district g extramely
zmall and very much in ecntrast to the neighbonring district of Ranchi
wliere apparently the Missions bave had more success in converting the
inhalitants of the district. The oumber of Chrislians in Hagaribagh
district o 1911 was 1,736 and after 40 years thiz number has risen fo
6,225 only.

(ther Religions—According to the Census of 1961, thers werd
4,175 Sikhs, 1,680 Jains ond 227 Buddhists i Hazaribagh district
Moet of the Sikhs are new-comers as 8 result of the ereation of Pakistan.
The Sikhs have varions types of professions and are nol confined to any
partieular kind of oeccupstion, There are-now  Sikh  drivers, hotel
keepers, timber-traders, esvpenters. shop-keepers, mechanies, efe.
They are now sn orgenized community and have their own guradioara,
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They have taken to higher educstion. The Jains are the Marwaris,
Who, though a very small community, eontral various business in the
distriet. There are aceasional influx of J wins as pilgrims to the famoys
Parasnath terople and the other Jain shrinés in this district. Buddhism
has prectically died out in the distriet.

Lixauvaas,

ke opening of the Damodar Valley Projeci has drawn & considerahle

number of people from varions parts of India and partienfarly  from
Bouthern India.  This ia responsible for & variaty of languages and
dizlects being spoken. The principal languages which are spoken by 4
lazgn population accerling to 1951 Census are given below 1 —

Hindi—16,90 422,

Santhali-—1,93 4680,

Bengali—27 058,

Crraon—5.240.

Murndnri—4 531,

Tan TamEavrs.

The tribals of the district offer a fascinating stody and form  an
impartant part of the populetion.

Mundas —Mr, B. 0. Meaxumdar, in an article paoblished in the
Modern Review of Caleutta in 1907, expressed  the. opinion that the
Bhuiyas snd the Chutizs wera the enrliest inbabitants of Chetansgpur
and thal they were pushed towards the enst and gonth by the Mundas,
This view does not, however, find much mupport. Other writers and
documents on the subject such pg Cal, Dalton, Col. Tickel, Hunter,
Risley, Ball, Bell, 8. 0. Roy, Bradley Birt, Reid, the Seftlement
fieporl of the Ranchi District, the I'mperial Gasetteer of Tudin and the
Distriel Gazetteer of Ranchi (1917) pre of the opinion that tha Mundas
were Lhe parliest imhabitants of Chotanagpur, and none of them hs g
word to say about the Bhuiyas or the Chutiss ps prinr ta the Muondes
" The traditions of all the tribes snd castes, including the Bhuivas, of
the Ranchi distriet or the central platesn  of Chotanagpor agree o
attributing to the present tribe of Mundas the foondstion of its canE:-‘:{;'r
villages after the extermination or absorption of the pre-higtoric Asuras,
(Chotanagpur Chutias and Bhuiyas, by 8. €. Roy in Journal of Bikar
and Orizsa Research Society, Vol. 18, page 3.

According to the tradition of the Mundas, they came fram the north,
Being pushed enstward hy the advancing tide of the Arvan conguest.
they renched Afahgach (present distriet of Azimgarh in Uttar Pradesh!
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and dwelt there unmolested for a long  time. Avimgarh forms  the
sturling point of itheir historical traditions. From thers, 50 rups the
Munds tradition, the Mundas migrated and sebtled successively  in
Halanjargach, Garh Chitr, Garh Nagawar, Garh Dsharwar, Garh Pali,
Garh Piprali, Mandar Pahar, Bijnagarh, Hardinagar, Lakhnauragsrh,
Mendangarh, Rijgarh, and Euidasgarh, until they reached Omedanda,
4 village not far from the meeting point of the Renchi, Huzaribagh and
Palaman distriets, whers they founded their first setilement in Chota.
tagpur, and separated from the Sanihals who orossed the Damndar
river and passed on to Manbhum and the Sanihal Parganas. Mr, 8.0
Boy, the author of ** The Mundas and their Ceuntry "' has  acceped
this lradition of the Mundas and tried to identify these traditionsl places,

As mentioned before the route by which the Mundas  entered the
district of Ranehi was slong the border of Hazaribagh and Palaman.
They were, it seems, sojourners in this arén, and only a small number
remamed and made permanent settlements in this  districh. Traces of
Mundari settloments are not uncommen aver-the west and sooath of the
districe.  The numerons tribal village names sueh as Erabang,
Lowalong and Kasilong und the monalithie grave and memoriz! stones
which are found in that area are reminiscent of the Mundari settlerneants
thete. Im tlis districh there is no parha or potff organisation. Tt is,
however, mathersd that not long oga thers wes n monki-palts round shoat
Loranga to the south of Tandws. ers there are T T T
bid-diris or ecect memorisl atones: and to the west there 18 o lola which
i still culled Mankidih, The Settloment Reporf [1908—1915) recorded
the sxistence of 4 Mundari Mamb-katti fomily a1 Forambe in thana
Ramgarh.,  West of Giridih is a vilage Maliesmunda. Tn pattas given
by the Zamindar of Mahesmunda the word fohar, the Mundari term of
salubation, is used.

The numbes of Mundas in this district was 19,554 m 1891, 15,092
in 1901, 16,588 in 1911, 17,056 o 1921, 18605 in 1931 aod
26,191 in 1941, They are found mestly in the Sadar and Giridih sub-
divisions, while they sre negligible in the Chatra sabdivision. Tn 1941
i the Ramgarh thana alone there were 9,915 Mundas. The number of
the Mondays las inereased dus to the ‘srrival in recent  times of  their
fellowmen from Ranchi for employment or settloment but the vast
majority of them are the dezcendants of thase who had made carly
settlements. They have muaintrined verv listle contact with the Mundas
ut Banchi and thos, nnder the predominant influencs of the Hindus
around them, they have lost most of the Munda eulbare, customs and
practices, Many have lost their lungnags and religion. They are ns 4
cluss poor and ilfitevate,
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The Muondes were the original recluiniers of the soil over (he sres
i which they settled. Fach family made in the virgin  farests ita
clearsnces and established Khunt-kattt hatus or the villagea of the family
of the original settlers. The descendants in the male oo of the arigimal
seitlers are known as Mhunt-Eattidars. The headman  of aach willmae
was a Munda wha exercised eivil functions. The pahanr or pahan or
priest was the religions head. Sevoral villages of one Killi or clan
furmed an associstion for commen  social and administrative matters,
It was known as o patti of parka with a Manki or Raja ag its head. The
Mundas were originally republicans but later on kingship was instituted
and they were gradually reduced to servitude. Their khant-keti rights,
largely due to their awn ignorance and folly, wers destroyed sverywhare
except in 156 villages (163.7 square miles) in the Ranch) district. Only
3 fow fragments of the old khunt-Fatt lands of the ariginal cleansrs of
the sl have been left to their descendants as privilege tenmres, and
these ara called their bhuihari lands,

The  Muondes  gall themselves  foro-ko  (men) wnd  ihsie
tiee  hero  (iman). The oname Kol Ja. often wrongly  applied
0 them but this  they strongly  resent. They ure divided
mis a4 nomber  aof separate  clans ar sepha;,  ecalled  Rillis. They
are Wiemistic, their namey being taken from some animals or plunts,
Thuy are exogamous. It is considered one of the gieatest crimes for n
Monda to take as wife u woman belonging to his own kelli. Should BELY
one he found guilty of that crime, a panchayat of the elders of that killi
will order the ofenders to separate.  IF they refuse, they are  excom-
nunieated apd sxpelled from the village. Descent is eounted through
father, srd the children belong to the paternal kifty,

_ The main cccupation of the Mundas is ngrieulture, Their dress is
smple and scanty. Many of them are now nbandoning  the ancient
dress.  Men usually wear o lofn eloth ealled botoi, They nse & wrapper
known g pechohonri or barki to cover the upper part of the body.
Waomen wear a cloth called panrd. Clothes aie made of cotton.  Young
ML and women are fond of jewellery, which js generully made of lron
o brags, Leaves. flowers and buarks are also used as ornaments, The
Saple food is boiled rice and dal.  Meat is nsed during  feasts and
festivals, Theiyr faveurite drink is fli or rice-beer. Tt i prepated ot
“me. Thay invariably carry bows and arrows or lathis when they visit
:'lmj’l'&eiﬂ or go out on long jortneys.  Theds wegpona ave & part of their
ity Tife,

Ing village thers are separate dormitories (giff ora or slesping
touses) for young men and girls. When they meet after their evening
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meals, riddles are recited snd solved, foll-tales, traditions and fables are
told and memorized, and songs are sung and learnt until bed time.

The Mundas are great lovers of music and dancing.  Hach village
has an akhre or daneing ground generslly in the middle and underneath
a trea.  Poverty is no hindrance e their participation in dances, They
even participate in the festivels of athers. Their main religions feativals
sre mage, phagu, ba, kedleta, haram, ind and sohorai in different seasons
of the year, In winter they have julray or dance-fairs. Boogs: and
danees are & part of their life.

The Munda wotrien have 3 high pesition in the goclety. They do
nat inherit but they are not disregarded. They mansge the housshald
work &t home and assist men in their work on the felds.

Formerly, the Mundas cremated their dead, and collected the bones
which were ceremoniously interred in the family gasen on  the annoal
imng-topa (bone-burying) day. Under the influence of Christianity
cremstion has now been replaced by burial, exceph when 4 person is
killed or partly devoured by a tiger. The dead are buried in 4 masnra
or graveyard, and bones are finally taken aut, put into so earthen vessol,
and cevemoniously deposited under the (amily burial stone at the village
sasan, on the next jang-topa dsy. The sasan consists of a number of big
ttoue elabe or sasan-diris, under which He buried the hones of  the
decessed members of each family khuni-kattiders or Bhuiburs of the
village.  No outsider, not even resident Mundas of the villaga, wha
do nok belong to the original village family, ia allowed to use the villame
sasgit. The Mundas very properly regard  these sepulehral stones or
sasan-dirg as the title deeds or record-of-rights in land, for any man
who elaims a share in the sncestral landa of the village must show that
the stomes of lus ancestors were huried there,

The supreme God of the Mundas is ing-Bonga.  Fla i the creator
and his abode is in heaven, ‘The seeond class of aods are Halu-Bongiko
or the village goda who nre bolioved to aid them i their agricolivom
sperations and hunling excarsions snd guide them in every concern of
Tife. They are worshipped at stated times by the pahon in the sarna ar
snered grove. The thind classof gods are the Ora-Bongeko or household
gods, who are believed to be the spirite of the decessed ancestors.
The head of the family worships them in the adin or sacred
tibernacle of his honse, The last two classes of Bonges ara
the  Manita Bonges or gods to be worshipped.  There are
also Banite Bongas or gods who require to be appeased or propitiated.
They are in fact no gods. They are believed to be the earth-bound
spirite of persons who died a violent or unnstural death. Their
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propitiation iz the duty of the ghost-finders, the malis or deonras,

who may alse be non-Mundas by rece. The Mundss hive o templea

or images,  The sarnag or sacred groves, the remnants of the ancient

forest, within villsge boundaries, often nesr a stream, are the anly

temples known to them. There the village gods reside snd  are

periedically worshipped with saerifices.  The sal tree (Shorea robusta)
| clnzter hos a sacred appeal to them.

Those Mundas who have becoms Hindus or Christians no longer
follow sarna dharam and many of the old customs. Tn the closing vears
of the last century, Birsa Munda of Chalkad in Banchi distriet fried fo
establish & new religion which had traits of bhoth Hindnism and
Christisnity. The central thems of this Wren dharam iz that there ia
andy one God, that Birsa iz lis incaroation on earth, and that purity
of character and habits are the essentisl things demsnded of wmian hy
God. The nnmber of the Mundas following this faith iz small,

The Mundas believe in evil spirits and witcheraft. The former
bring diseases or hardshipa, They are propritisted with sacrifices snd
offerings. To deteet & witch, the tokha, mali or bhagaf is approached.
Prior to the establishment of the British Government, the persong
agensed of witcheraft were eruelly treated or besten to death. This
practice has almost died oab now,

The chief officers of & Munda village are the makato, tha palian und
the munda.  The mahato bas taken the first plaes. The ancient parhas
sre still in existence. The head of the porha in the Khuni-kalli area
iz still called manki, In the Bhuinhari srea, he 15 called raja and s
assisted by the dewan, the kuar, the lal, the thalur, the kotwer and
other officers. The titles have been adopted from the Hindns, Each
parha has a scparats flag.  Atfempts sre being made to strengthen the
organisation.

Birhors —The nomber of Birhors in this district was 1,024 in 1911,
1,143 in 1981 and 1,628 in 1841, They sre fonmd mostly in the Sudar
snhdivision, ;

Tha Birhers or forest men are closely sllied to the Mundas who
often call them as Bir Mundas or forest Mundas. Their language ia
, but a Mundari dialect, showing s strong Santhali influence. Their
' origin and advent in this district are not known. Tt is ofteén said thaot
| Madho Singh, who drove ot the Mundas and Santhals from Ruidasgarh,
i i was a Birhor,

i They still lead a very primitive life. They ars divided inta fwo
| gronps, i.e., uthly {migrafory) and jaghis (seftled). The ulhiu Birhors

are quite nomadic and live in groops of three to ten families camping
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in.the jungles, remaining vnly for 4 week ar two an the game spof
except during the raina, and meving from jungle to jungle, on s regular
ronnd, completed in abont two years. They return to the original
place and start onee more an & similsr move along the samie ronfa, The

“jaghs Birhors, on the other hand, are those families that, tired of toil-

some wanderings, have settled down on some hill top or the ontskirta
of & jungle. Bome of them produce maize or beans during the rainy
season,  Majority of them are landless, Slightest ill-treatment by the
landlord or neighbours makes them migrate to soma more suitable place,
or fall back to their old wthly life.

The ssttlement of the jaghis as well as the temporary encapments
of the uthlus are both known as tandas, A tands conaisty of about half
& dozen or more hots, The wthi hotg have no walls; thay are mada of
branches covered with leaves. Those of the jnghis are like wizg lesl
covered, bub are larger snd Have walls, The Birkorz bava seanty
clothings. They live an deer, hares, monkeys, rate and other trapped
animals, on edible raots and potherhs found in the jungles and on ries
procured by the sals or barter of honey or of twine and carrying nefs
made with the fibre of Banhinia scandens. They are very skilful in
bunting, diseovering wild honey and making ropes.

Tn each tanda or eamp there is a naya, temporal and spiritoal head,
sappossd to he sapernaturally elected, bnt practically hereditary., Ha
appoints his belper, tha kotwar. There are ono or more eoothsayers
called mali.

The Birhors, lilke {he Mundas, sre divided into exogamons clang
mastly named after some animal or fruit. The dead are buried or
cromated. They warship (9) the Sing Bonga, (b) the clan gods and
(¢) the family gods or the spirits. of ancestors. They hava no temnples,
The faghi Birhors worship in a sacred grove called filu jayer, marked
by one or more tress and s few blocks of stona. The uthiy Birhors
earry their gods, representod by stones and wooden peEs, in huakefs
and wiorship underneath 5 tree.

Oraons —The Oricns  ar Kurukhs are Dravidisng, Nothing
definite ia known ahout their  origin and wanlderings.  Their own
traditions point to the Deccan aa their original home, RBither owing to
Over popalation, or external pressure, or for some other reasons, which
camnot be sacertained at this distance of time, they appear to have gone
up the Narbads from the Decean and then aeross the Vindhyas to what
15 now the Bhahabad district in Bilar, Here they settled down on the
hills and valleys as agriculturists and landowners,

_Tha centre of their seitlamant was  Hohtasgarh, the legendary
Ruidasgarh of the Mundas and Banthuls. They were dislodged from

a 10 Tew,
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thare by the mlechehas who were sither Muslim or Hindn, The Oraons
relafe that they held the fort of Bohtssgarh til] they wera onsted by vhe
Hindus. Tn the DNstrict Goezefteer of Shahabad, we vead ™ The
tradition that Tohtas was once the sest of their rale lingers among the
Kharwarz, Oraons and Cheroa.........the Oraons sssert that Robtssgorh
nriginally belonged to their chiefs and was finally wrested from them
by the Hindne who surprised them at night during their great national
fastival, when tha men had fallen senseless from intoxisation, and anly
women were left to fight: ** (Page 175, Gazetteer of -Shakabad by

fMalley, 1924.)

Being custed from Roltasgerh, they split up in two gronps; ona
branch still known as male procesded northward up the valleys of the
Ganges or Canga, and ultimately established themselves on the Raj-
mahal Hills, and the other braneh, the sneestors of Kurankhs, went down
the Bon and up the north Foel southwards throngh Palaman inbe the
Oholansgpur  platean  whers  they found the Muondas aleeady in

oeenpation of the country,

The nomber af the Orsons in this distriet wes 6,850 in 1901, 4,814
in 1011, 7,004 in 1981 and 9,207 in 1841, They are found mastly in
the thanas of Barkagson, Ramgarh and Simaria which nre conneet=d
to (e Oraon conntry of Ranchi and Palaman.  They maintain a very
close relation with their kindred thera,

"The Orsons are divided into o number of elans or gatras.  They sve
totomistic. The fauns and flora sapply the bulk of the folem names.
Marriage between the boys and girls of the same clan is strictly
prohibited.. Bub instanees, _th:mgh rare, have ocourred of exogamouna
mnisn aod of sich union being legalised on paying  fine and prosiding
a feast fo the parha brethren. The Oraon method of reckoning destent
iz patrilinesl.

An adult mals in the village ordinarily wesrs Torea or Ininelath,
while old men and poorer people wear only & bhegos. All use
pechehows or berks Lo CUVED (ARt uprper prart of the l:H:I-d}'. Women wenp
ichanric and pudhng or gari. The young men and wonen put oo
ormaments, mostly of iron or brass. They slso make nse of Bowers,
leaves, fruits and stones for ornaments;  Their staple food is boiled rice
and dal. Rice-heer or haria is their favourite deink.  'There are
snarate dormitories or dlamlrias for young boys and girls in s willage.
The hoys' doreitory (jonkh-erpa) is under the sopervizion of the village
mahato. The girls' dormitory (pel-erpa) is generally under an elderly
male or fernale Oraon.  Adjoining the dhumburia (boys) i the akhera or
the dancing oround of the villame. TLiks most of the aboriginal tribes,
the Oraons.are fond of music and dancing: The Orson women do not
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inherit But enjoy a high and respectable place in the socicty. The dead
are cremefed on the masan or cremation ground.

The supreme God of the Qraons iz called Dharmes. They abso

worship the village gods and the

ancestors’ spiritz,  They have faith

in bhuly or ohosts aleo. 'The village priesk is known as pakaen. If the

man who originally cleared the j
village' happenod to be 8 Munds

ungle from the site which is new the
v the Orions of the village will often

have a Munds as their priest, as he will in their view be hetter ahla
to deal with the village gods. The matis or deonras, or sokhag  or
fihagatas are approached to detect witehes.

Thu prineipal feativals of the Orsing are phagu, sarhul, sohorai,

badleta and Farem held st diffore

nt sedszons of the vear.

The seeular head of the Oraon village is called mahato, A number

al villapes make 3 porha or con

feilerscy. It has d raja, & dewan, &

kobwar and ather officials, Tha parfiay have now completely deellned in

Power and influence.

Bhuiyas —

word Blaont meaning land. Mr,
publizhed in the Modern Review o

The name Bhuiya has been derived from (he Banslait

B. 0. Mazumdar, in -an  grtiels
f Caleutlo in 1807 (Val, 1, pages 148—

1533) explained the name by paying that the Bhniyss were =0 callad
bheewnse they were owners or ** masiers of land " bl).

Im his book, ** An dccount, Gengraphical, Stutistical ond Historical

of firissa Proper or  Cublagk;”
Mr Btirling meloded the Bhuiyas

published in 1813 (pages 202.3),
amotsg the Munda tribea, Mr. Daltan

bis called them Dravidiana., Mr. MoPhetson in bis Settlenent Report

of the Santhal Parganas (page 20) probably foliows Dalton when ne

Wwrites, ' the Bhuiyas belong to

the semo Disvidian Stocld s the hill

Males "', Dr. Hutton, in the Indien Ceneus Report of 1931, ¢lasses the
Bhuiyes in the Munda group.  Mr, 8. 0 FRoy examined the statemunts

of several authors nn the snbject
life specially i Orissa and event

and alee oorefally studied the Bhuiya
waliy expressed the apinion that they

ire a rection of the Munds gronp. This eppears to be acesptable.

Nothing definite is knowsn gh
digtrict,  Mr, B. (. Mazumdar t
carliost sottlery of Chotanagpur

ol the advent of tha Bhuivas in this

hought thet the Bhuiyss were the

but other writers maintain that the

Mundas were the earliest inhabitants. Whatever might have been the
taze, it s certain that the Bhuivas were one of tha earliest settlers: of
the district and for a long time they remnined the master of the district.
Lister observes * Nothing is known of their historical relations with
the Mundu-speaking tribes, whose suppesed ronte from the north and
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west interests that of the Bhuivas from the sooth, mare particularly in |
Hazaribagh ' (Hezeribagh Dighrict Cfagetteer, 1917, page 8T, '

The Bhuiyas had their tribal chiefs. Subzequently, ihesa chjefi-i
were reduced to the condition of tenure-holders by the ancestors of the
present Rajas of Ramgarh (Padma) pod Dhanwsr, They were made
Ghatwar or Ghatwal {guard of the hill passssl.  They did not remain
loyal to their Linsmen for long.  They assumed the title of Tiksita or
Thakur, posed as Hindus, took the caste of Surajbansi Rejputs denying
their Bhuiys origin, and installed Hindu dewans, generally Babhans,
to munage their estates. - Mr, MePherzon, in his Setflement Feport of
the Santhsl Poryganas (1895—1607), (pages B0-21) writes thug of thesa
Bhuiya Chiefs: " Their Chiefs make the nsual Eshattrive pretensions
and calling themselves Bumjbansis  diselaim  connection  with their |
Bhuiya kinsmen. Bub the physical characleristios are all alike
Dravidian, and in Captain Brown's tima (1772.78) the Chiefs ne';'erl
thonght of dlsiming to be gther than Bhuiya. The higlest Chisfs nf
the Bhmiyas are ealled 'Iiknits, sud are muppraed to Lave the mork of
covalfy.  Infevior Chiefs are valled Thiskurs, and the younger nmmh.ﬁn|
of noble Bhuiya families are ealled habugs.'

The Bhuiyss now form an element of landless labourers or petiy |
caltivetors throughout the entire disiriet excepl in BEharsgdihn Pargans,
1.e., thanas Kodarma, Dhanwar, Eharsgdihs, Qowsn and Qiridik whees |
meny of them have continued 1o retain  theie tennres; - the so  called |
Kharagdiba gadis, up to the present time. They are densa in the
eompact block of Hantergunj, Chatrs, Chauparan, Siwsris  and
Hazaribagh thanas, and numerous elsewhera, except in Ramgarh, Gomia
snd Peterbar, '

The Bhoiyas wha, aceording to the Census of 1881, stead at the
head of the district list of castes, rapidly went on décressing.  This was
due parlly to the faet, as elready stated that the Bluiyss of  waalth
ond influence becams Hindu and cessed to eall themselves Bhuiva,
Another cause of the decline of their number was, however, their
permanent emigration to the tos gardens of Assamy, Cachar, Duars and
Chittagong,  They formed the pringipal labouring closs and  were
exploited a3 the best emigrants for the tea districts, Tha number af
emigrants regislered in the offiee of the Deputy Oammissioner betwaen
1B81-82 and 1891-92 was 85,920, and it can  he safely nsgerted  that
ab least three-fourths of thet mumber belonged fo  the Bluivae olags,
Migration econtinued till recent VEATH,

The Ehniyes as a whole are Hindnized at present..  They were, as
discussed above, aborigimals, but new they are counted gz membera of
the Backward Classes. Their number is very large but their condition
is rather poor and pitisble,
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The Santhals.—There are 97,886 Sonthals in Hazaribagh district
sccording to the Census of 1951, The Banthels spesk the Santhali
language. Many Senthals also speak the Bengali lsngnage. They
usizally anderstand some form of gawari Hindi or colloguisl Hindi aa
spoken in the district. The Santhali langnage has no seript of its own.
The foreign missionaries had introduced the Bomén seript sod  hed
published books, seriptures, collection of Santhali foll-somgs, stories,
ole., in Bantheli lsuguage but in Roman seript, There has been o recent
innovation by the introduction of Devanagri seript for publishing hooka
in Santhali language. The Government of Bihar have been publishing
& news-sheet * The Hor-Sombad ™ in Banthali lsngusge in Devanagri
seTiph,

The Santhali langnage has beem  described as -a rich lsnpusge.
EBodding, who spent many years in the Santhal Pargenes as & missionary
has made researches into the grammatical aspects of the language hesides
otber foreign missionaries. Their books still remain as the moss
anthoritative litersture on Banthsli Iangnage.

It is nate-worthy that althongh there was no written seript for
Santhali language buman memory as in the case of other tribes like the
Mundas and the Traons had kept up a fund of storiss, riddles, [olle-
songs, proverbs, idiows and sayings handed down from generstion to
gemaration. It ig only within the last 40 or 60 years that either through
the efforts of the mizsionaries, or the research workers an anthropology
or the schelars that certain eollectinns of folklore have hsen made and

published. T'heir follesongs sre saperb. As soon as they bave s Httls

lvisure they will indulge in songs, dsnces snd music. It sppesrs thakb
they snateh every opportunity of life for such festivities.  Whether
there are changes In the season, domestic oconrrences such s marriage
or birth or there are traditional offerings or saerifices to different gods
or there is homecoming of the new erops they will indulgs in their BOTEN
and dances,

There bave heen collections of some of  thelr gongs  for  buple
lmarriage); legade (a particular kind of dance akin to jhumar  danea),
sarhul, solirai and karma festivels in different sessana of the WEAT.

"The Santhals have a superh sense of humour. Some of their
sayings are typiesl of their vitality and sense of humour.  When a ehild
18 born they will say ** Nows pera ko lee' akane ' mesning  “riew
guests have come'' which i an expression for the message that a child is
born in the family. To express an acule semso of hunper the Hanthal
will say ** Lobok' mus' I geven’ kana ' which really means ** gmall
ants are eating me up "', A polite way of asking a man if he has taken
his faod will be " Talz Koram beple akadsa ' the litersl meaning of
which &2 “‘have yon married your middle sen?"' Riddles and problemn

ey
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sre a very good postime of the Santhals and for this they have gol a
very rich heritame.

Hazuribagh with ifs  picluresqao forests, rivers and hills Lo a
sirange fascination for the Santhals, The river Damodar which today
lics ¢hained np through the aetivities of the Damodar Valley Corporation
has all along been the very heart-throbs of the life of the Santhals.
The Parasnath Hills are their marang burw or the saered hill.

The origin of the appearance of the Santhals in Hazaribagh distriaf
tan only be guessed. Regarding their original homs there has been a
helief acoording o an aceepted Santhal tradition that Hihiri, their
carliest home, was the pargana Ahnri and from thore they meoved 1o
Khej Kaman and from there to Fars snd then to Sazag-Bera snd then
ultimately to Chai and Champa, Chai snd Champa ars  tecognisad
parganas in the district of Hoazaribagh. Col. Dalton mentions that
traditionally the old fort in Chai was peetpied by one Jaurs, a Santhal
Raja, who destroyed himsslf and his family on hesring of the approach
of a Mohamadan army under Syed Tbrahim Ali aliss Malik FBaya, o
general of Mohammad Tuglak in 1858, The Ssnthal teadition  in
I'T?-zaribagh i that from Chai snd Champw-s portion of their community
migrated to the Santhal Parganns,

This theory of the movement of the Santhals eannot be said to be
suthoritative but there may be some truth in this migration. Tha river
Damodar and the hills and forests of Hazaribagh find a very prominent
plice in Santhal stories, aongs and traditions.

The Banthals are divided into seversl septs, namely, hansda,
murmuy, kiske, hembroni, marands, tuddu, baska, beera, pauria, Chore,
bediz, eto. The firsh saven of thess supts nre said to have descended
practicslly from the original father and mother of the Banthals, Pilchu
Horom and Pilchu Burhi, while the remaining septa wers added after-
wards. The septs have certain pass-words by which they are recopnises
by one aoother. But the septs pauris, chore and bedia have no pilss-
words of their awn. It is interesting to observe that one of the pass
words of kansda sept is tatijhori which is an important villsge in Champs
parqana in Fazaribagh district, This may also be a corrcboration of
the theory that the original home of the SBanthals was in Tagaribagh
iiztrioe.

The Santhals are exogamons and no Santhal cen marry within his
5Lt or other sub-septs of his sept. He can marry in any other sept
melnding that of his mother. Regarding the sept of the mother thers
8. & proverh wmongst the Santhals signifying that  the mother's
sept need not be beld a tsboo for marrisge
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Warriage or bupla han varions fdrme dwmeng the Santhale. Tre-
marital sexual intimaey iz not wnknown und in cases of pregnancy the
mian conesrned is expected to marry the girl or pay & very heavy fine
to the village. Polygamy is disconraged. A second marriage i3,
howaver, permitted if the wife does not bear a child or the elder brother
lenves & widow but sven in such cases the second marriage must be done
with the permission of the first wife, Here the supremacy of the frst
wife in the Eamily ia well established

The usual marrisge forms sre (1) bupla or Firin balu, (2 glardi
jmicae, (8) dtut, (4) sengs, (5) Lirin jawae and (6) nir-bolok.

Bupls is the eommonest form where marriages are pecformed with
the consent of the parties as alao their parents. The bride's price is
very nominal, usanlly Rs. 3. Bui it is expected that there chould ba
presents of eloth pieces to the girl's peaple. The price of & divorcsd
woman of & widow is half of the standard rafe as it is the tradition that
ilis widow has to be united to tho first hosband in the next world and
the second husband haa only s sort of life interest in her.

At the fime of actual marriage a thresd is passed from the little
toe of the bride's left foot to her left car several times sod it is then
bound round her srm along with some chilliea, rice and dihgriss,
Sindur-dan, i.e., the putting of vermilion mark on the bride's forghead
is an essential part of the marriage. It is difficnlt to say sinte when
sindur-dan has become an integral part of the Santhal marriage hub
hera the impact of Hindn tradition is clesr:

{ihardi jatde ts the form where the bridegroom becomes o part of
the family of the bride at least for o period of five years. Usnally when
girls are diffieult to be merried off for some reason or other or «
dezerving homeless o poor boy iz found or adopted mn the Family, this
frrm of marriage is contrscted by giving promises of plongh, bullocks,
rice, ete, to the bride groam, These presents are, however, given to
ihe bridegroom  only after five years if he wanls to leawe  the
Fatbier-in-law’s plape.

Hul is & form of marriage where 3 young man forcibly rubs sindur
{vermilion} on a girl of his choice nsmally in the village market or ot
pathering on soma festive occasion. After doing this the young man
ring away and waits for the viait of the girl's people tn his  village.
Sindur-dan (putting the varmilion on the forehead of the girl) heing an
intcgral part of the marriage, the bride's peopla have gob to make She
best of the job and exact as much as possible from the bridegroom’s
people. The bride-price uanally becomes double. If, however, the girl
still rafuses to live with the man, weually she has got to be divorced.
Ftut marringe was slsn used as an act of vendetta in the clden daye.
This form of marriage, however, has fallen into disnse.

A e o e ——e
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In this connection it may be mentioned thet in the hol festival of
1355 six SBanthal girls were out for marketing in the bazar of |atihar
town in Purnea district when s shopkeeper aut of fun put same calonr
{abir} on their foreliead. The result was & calamity for the shop-
keeper sz all the six Banthal girls demanded that he has gob to marry

them us be has put abir on their forehzad and ultimately the polics hud
to intervene,

Suftga marrisge 8 meant for the divoread woman und the widaw.
The actnal marriage rite is simple.  The bridegroom puts in sindir on s
dimbur flower with his left hand and then Le lifta the flower with the
same hand and sticks it in the hrida's hair.

Hirin-jarcee is & convenient form af marringe to meat an inconvenient
situation when o girl becomes pragnant or is in love with 4 young man
of lier own sept, As inter-marriage within the same sEpt g a taboo,
another young mgn iz precured and given cows, budloeks, paddy, et
by the young man responsible for the situation, The second FOULDT Iman
takes upon himself the odinm of the illicit act and the conferency rallad
by the village hesdman usually declares the marriage between the girl

and the second man as binding. This sscisl convention leads to the
solidarity of the eorminunity,

Nir-bolok is a dangerous form of martiage. Here the lovelorn
girl just steps into the howss of the man she wants to marry and does
ot come away.  Usnally she takes o pot of hurin ar  rice-besr  and
does not leave unleas absolutely physically assaalted and expelled. Vary
often the women-folk of the man burns black pepper or chillies to make
the womsa go or even physically assault the woman. But if the woman
stands all this and conld stick to the honge for one or two days she will
bave to ba considered na the lagal wife of the man.

Divoree is permissible but the party nmot at fault has to be
compensated. Divoross are performed in the midst of villazs nsromblies,
The hushand tears three gal leaves in token of separation and preetz o
brass pot full of water. Tf the wife wante to divoree for nd fault on hesr
hushand's part her people have to return the original bride price paid
along with a heavy fine, It the husband wants the divores, he will have
fo pay some fine and zome custormary dues to the woman.

Hindu traditions have o great influence on the customs of ohild.
birth and dizposal of the dead. ™ The usnal ceremony in Bilnr perfarmed
on the sixth day of the birth of the child known as chhathi is also
rerformed in & Santha)'s home. Dead hodies ars burnt exeepl in cises
of cholers and small-pox. For each deaths tha hodies are barfed,

Regarding their feativaly much has been written before, Santhale
Bave an mbandon which is let looss during the festivals, Festivals are
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their very life.. Some of the festivals pre intimately connested with
their religinns traditions.  When the #al trees come into flowers doring
the month of Falgun (Felvuary-March) they have their preat baka pooja
which has it opposite number of bah-parah smongst the Mundas of
Chotanagpur, Some of the festivals like solirad and sankranti pooja
ars comnmon for all the aboriginals of Chotanagpor. Durmg all these
festivals tribal or family sacrifices are held and dances and drinking
gocompanied with songs, flote-music and beating of the drum {madall
go on for days snd nights, Sohrai in the month of Paush (Nevember-
Trecomnber) 15 called paegl-porban in Bengal. T8 iz celebrated for the
home-coming of paddy, the chief crop of the year. Sankranii pooja
and shiveralet festivals followed by the Hanthals are probebly borrowed
from the Hindn neighhogrs, The sankranti marks the elose of the vese.
The shivaratri is mecked by festing and worship of Shive, the universal
God.

Their religion consista of worship of several gods.  Mareng-buru
it ab the head of the Santhal Panthean while the other deities  are
Thakur, Medeho (Fire God) and Jal-erg, the deity of the grove which
bias its counterpart smongsl the Oraons and Muondas in the smaller God
that prestdes aver the sscred grove koown ag serma, Bach  Ssnthal
family haz also two sets of Gods of itz own, namely, Oro-bonga, i=.,
housshold Ged and “Abke-benga ', fe,, great God, They bave wlso
now slarted worshipping Hindn deities like Shiva, Halimai and Durga.

The Saathals of Hazarvibagh dizteiet bave nob atfracted ss muasch
stiention as the Santhals in the Santhal Parganas.  The stock is the
zamie and the impact of the present soclo-economic forces has. bronght
sbout changes to the Banthals in the bwo differsnt areas. IF will be
recalled that the distriet of Banthel Parganss was created after the
widezpread ‘Santhal Tnsurreetion of 1853—0668. Tt was realized that the
vorual adiministration: wes bber upsailable o U genios of  She
Banthals, A set of specinl roles nnd regulations was made to suit the
Banthals. The distriet of Santhal Parpanas wes created as a4 non-
regnlation distriet with somé apecial laws. In spife of variona sonchés
of modernigation the specisl roles and regalations of SBanthals atill
remain to a great extont. They partioularly refer to the transfer or
aequisition of property, mortgage, renk suits, ete.

In Hazaribagh district also there was a big Banthal Insurrection
in 1855-56 which had little connection with the rise of the Banthals in
the  Banthal Parganas. The old records show thaf the administrators
in Chotanagpur Division were very alert Ehat the Panthdls o
Mazaribagh district during 1865-56 Insurrections did not  have eny
conttect with the Banthels elsewhere,

b
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106 HARAWIBAGH,

The Santhal rebellion in Hazaribagh district was purely sorarian
The Santhals found themselves faced with an alien rule which littl=
nnderstood them, Their best lands were srabbed hy the mahajons
{money-lenders), or the speculators and they were in perpebus!
indehtedness, Their trival lawa and panchayats were not recarded as
eacred. They thoroughly disliked the idea of going fo the courts and
be tossed about by the hardened court-birds who sncked them wall
before they could be taken to the lawyer. All thess soein-seonomis
ennses led bo distrust in the administration and this dissatisfaction slowly
erystallised, Tt is really a wonder how the unlettered Santhal Manjhis
arganised themselves only through a whispering campaign and they ross
almost to 5 man in 1855-56 throughout the district of Hazarinagh.

Lneir bows and arrows wers no mabeh for the guns of the British
Army. The zamindars did nob give them soy help and sided with the
roler,  The result was that although the Santhals had a few initisd
successes hera and there the British suns mowed them down. They
were hounded from jungle to jungle and were often sandwiched by the
British forces. The Santhal villages were burnt mercilessly and their
fewr belongings destroyed, A large number of the Santhal villagers wera
arrested and were given long term imprisonment.  The old records iu
tiwe Hazaribagh Record Hoom show that even some Santhal women
were put in fetters. marched and put in the prison.

There was again & Santhal rise in 1857 when insarrections broke
vt thronghout the district of Hazaribagh following the muotiny of <he
Ramgarh Battalion. In this case. of course, the Santhals wanted tg
recover their previous status, if possible, by utilising the disturbed times
I'he Santhals gave o lot of trouble to the British Administeation in 1837,
which practically fell back on Bagodar on the Grand Trunk Road and
carried on the remnants of administration from thers for some months.
The old correspendenee records show that the Santhals had come up
against at least one detachment and had routed them. [t is clear that
many of the non-Santhal willage Headrmen hod helped the  Santhals,
The digwars and the ghatwars who oceupied o key pusibion of  (he
hill passages gave considerable help to the Banthals: The movement
::?9-5. however, put down and Hazsribagh waa re-oconpied within a short,
Img,

It is & wrong theary that the early Christian Missions had anything
W do with the up-rise of tha Banthals, The first Christian Missionaries
?—D tome {o Chotanagpur were the Germans who left Caleults for
Hanchi on Febroary 25, 1845 and travellimg by bollock carts wia
I'ga“]”-‘-"ﬁs Parnlis and Silli, resehed Rancli on the 2nd November,
1845 They established mission station in Ranehi on the 1st December.
1845 1t took them five years to obtain the first converts in 1850, On
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Oty June, 1850 four Oracn families and on 26th Oetober, 1851, two
Munda families were first haptised at Ranchi,

CarisTisk MISSIONS.

The first Christian’ Mission to come to Hazaribagh was the same
German Mission described sbove. 1t earoa in 1858, Henry Baich was
n piomesr Missionary and he had set up ot Singhane within two miles
af Hazaribagh after s shork stay al Khirgaon in Huzaribegh  town.
When the Insurrection broke cut in 1857 he had to escape slong with
Captain Simpson, the Magistrate of Hazaribagh, Dr. Delprait and
Mr, Tiebert, & German, who had started coffee plantation at Hitagarha,
four giiles from Hazaribagh., This was on the Slst July, 1857
Misaionary Henry Batch enma back to Hazoribagh in 1862 snd g
then missions bave continued although there have been varions changes
m the sob agh

The Santhsl Missien of the Dnited Free Chureh of Scotland lind
gtarted working from Pachamba at Giridih since 1830, Their wark af
Pachamba and at Tisri was mainly smong Qanthals and their two felds
of activities were medical and education. In those days the bes
hokpitals were the Whission hospitals, The Mission hospitala  skill
continue to be maintained at & high level of cfficiency. The: Tublin
TUniversity men came later in 1490 and took up the work mainly at
Hazaribagh town . 8t Columbs's  College, St Columba’s Fendna
Hospital and schools for boys and girls of varions stages are standing
menuments of their work.

The Catholic Mission started the work sines shout 1833 and they
have now Bt, Stanislaus College at Sitagarha which is the oldest
novictate for young Jesuils of Eihar and Pengal, They slso mapintain
hospitals, schools and eolleges and an sgricaltursl institute ab Sitagarha.
The St Savier's School in Hazanbagh town started in 1952 only has
heeome one of the best schools in the State of ' Pibar, There is nn
preallent girks’ sehool in Hazaribach town koown a8 Mount Carmel
Sehonl started in 1956 At Afshech-Munds in Girdih eubdivision ‘A
braneh has been started of the Roman Catholic Mission since 1953 and
alremdy they have taken up the starting of a hospital, a girls' school and
o technical school. A large percentage of the Christian block in this
district comes from the Santbals.

| There is no doubt that the varicns Christian Missions that have
boen mentioned above have done a lat to improve the eoonammic level
of the Santhals in Hazaribagh district. As s matter of fact the British
administration did net have any special department for ameliorating the
condition of aboriginals in any of the districts of Bihar and practically
left this work to the Christisn Missions, As a result, it is only the
Christian element amengst the Santhals or the other shoriginals that
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received Palronage in the shape of higher education, Govarnment
BETVices, ete. The non-Christisn  Santhgls or other aboriginals wers
mare or jesy Deglectad. Tt iy anly very resently  that  some Hindy
Missiong, parbicuisrly s Aryasamaj have stargag doing some  worlk
Bmomgst the Santhals, Crthar philanthrapie non-Christian organisationg

Buch g= Bambrighng Mission, Bharst Ehevaahrﬁ.m, ete,, did not much
coneern themselves with A0y sustained work aimong the aboriginals byt

The figures of the Population of the Banthalg shaw 4 decting, This
ig probably due ty the fact that many Christian Santhuly arg net being
returned da sygh, Many Santhals Wiy have been shown as. Hindi.
speaking gr ga Hindus. he figures are ag follows —

1815 93,059
1931 1,239,103
1841 145,760
1851 iny . 07 838

With all the onslanghts of modernism the set up of Santhal villagrs
life is still ‘almpst the same 43 it was cenburies bafura although signs of
disintegration gre quite visible, The manghi by the village headmsn i5
the social head of the villagers, Heg iy the ¥nk between the zamindar
dnd Inter their adurinistratar, He s aided By an assjstant known ag
the yogmangii. Thera s ope ojhia in svery village, who is the religians
head. Tha' ofhg gves his gervipes for Propitiating the gy gpirita,
The}mnjhl', the villsgn secnlar bead, ing oilia, the roligions head, hgvs
their” counterparts iy Mmakts and pahan G the Oraons ang Mundaz in
Chotanagpur, The nmrisfhﬁ has Baturally been more of 4 cammally doe
to the conrts, abalition of zamindari, 5 introduction of gramt pancho
futs, ehes, angd has no'longar that inflteme un his foll,

The Bo¢io-soonnmin condition of ihg Santhala was YErY poor

EXCEPLng in the cosa of the Christian Santhals, The mahiaions and ghe
land grabbing ﬂp-acujamm_ljnﬂ} taken fy]] advantags of the simplicity and
thriftlessness of the Santhala, Thep came the  earlier industrialiste,
mine-gwnarg, fnrﬂst-euntn_lém:ia sod the like, Tha Santhals gave their
lifs blood For aj1 thegp gronps thronghont the 19th century and 5 part
of, the carlier g0, century without £ething much henefit for their awn,

€y perpetually Temained ine debt, Tt g only recently that Serioig
sbeps have been taken 1, improve the condition of fhs Banthals. The
Money Tanders A has been amended, (he Tenancy Laws haye been

chnnge.d_and Erain goles hayy heen set op. Cailing interests havye been
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curbed by the changes in the Money Lenders  Act. A non-Ssuthal
cannob now straightawsy boy a Banthal's land. Geain golas lean  out
seed paddy on essy terms.  Specisl schools, hoatels, Lealth mensires;
gram ponchayals are some of the recent innovations simes 1T, which
are expected to do moch good Lo the Banthals.

PAsTORAL Sowog.

Pastaral songs nra sung by men and women of practically 31l claszes
while working in the field at the time of transplantation of craps or b
the time of harvesting the fields. The theme i generally relating 4
somne love-effalr or some famons battle of the past,  They sre sweel anid
melodions.  Sometimes, they sre i the form of question snd snswer.
They are important for their musical valoa, Ules lyries have been
bunded down to the present gemeration and sre not recoder  Thes
pass from the older generation Lo the younger nne who memotios
heart:  Lhue to this many of these sangs have been loat.

Diifferent eet wp of songs depieling a partieulsr backgronmd of
nature o & particnlar season is common.  'With the advent of spring in
the month of Marel, they begin to sing a type of song full of mirth;
[y and rather suggestive deseriplion of women and their gttire whicl
is popularly known as holi. This is sang till the festival of Toli ol the
end of fhe month of Falgun.  This type of sony 5 uneowmimon in sy
other seazon.  With the rabi harvest ready in the field in the monih
of Chaibms, they begin sootber type known a6 chafire, Tluss BONTY
wedve a thread round the romantic love of the newiy-wed conples or
lovirs.  This goes on till the thrashing and storing of rabi ecrop. It
marks tha close of the evcle of harvests and o fresh start is roade hy
sowing new erops which require water after a month or two. Sengs
sing daring this season, 1e., before the rains set in in the month af
Asarh and also during rainy sesson, le., Shravan snd Bhudo, depich
clandy scenes, torrential rains and thunders of the clond.  This ia known
as kafli. Tt is also meant to pleass raif-gods lo send raine.  Wimen
have their own set up of songs for this sesson. Some swing an jlinefis
{ewingst and sing kajfi. Sometimes when rains are delayed, thesy aom:
out of the village in groups and sing songs said to plesse rain-gods.

Lnbwourers both men and women are fond of ginging while paddy-
transplantation goes on in the field. They have a gpecial type of pongs
for this pocasion. . Women sing songs foll of humenr and jokea whils
men sing romantic amorous songa inviting their swosthesris to come and
Join them in the pleazant weather. A special type of song Tnown a3
birha is snng on these oceasions, Generally the singers go on campesing

when they sing. There is no established version. Thess songs aro nok
rhythmie snid methodical,
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S8arE Worsnare,

There is a mythological belief among the Hindus thal there ig 5
king of snakes which holds the earth on its head. They feel obliged
to it for keeping the earth on its head and thus helping them iy livinig,
It is believed that this king of snakes called Sheshanag loves to tale
milk and fried paddy. Thin food is offered ta the snake king in ihe
month of Sravan and snakes are worshipped at thot time.

Trze Wonsame.

Certain trees as Pipal, bangan and auwla ars worshipped by the
villagers. Pipal tres is considersd to he sacred and nobody generally
cuts it down or uses itg wood for fuel. Spirits are beliaved to live an
ripal trees and they are: worshipped if thoy bappen bo lie fn (he villaga
ar dutelde 1 npar a temple, ata, There are some people who regularly
pour water ot the root of pipal tres in belief that & partieulnr deity
cilled Hanumanjee would be: pleasad with them one day ool hestgw
tuperhuiman powers on them and help them in getting  salvation
(ther t¥pe of trecs are significant for epeeific reszang, Generally thay
are worshipped becuysg they are considered to be the abode of g
particalar god, deity or ghost. Women offer puga under such trees il
the time of marriage and birth in tha family, In this way tley hope
Wil the snpport and help of the spirit living on the frees at the time of
amage or birth. Some trees ato important for  thei own sake.

erally auch trees arg very old and hig. Buperstitions women appear
o be overswed by the gigantic size and consider that the trees would
do harm if they do not offer puja to it onea or twice in o year.
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